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MC USA releases final denominational survey report  

 
ELKHART, Indiana (Mennonite Church USA) — Mennonite Church USA (MC USA) has 
released the completed report from its denominational survey,  “The Mennonite Experience: MC 

USA Membership Study 2021-22.” (mennoniteusa.org/denominational-survey-results) 
 
The 85-page report revealed that members have deep commitments to their faith, a passion for 
peacebuilding, a heart for service and close congregational ties. They also desire 
denominational leaders to focus on ministries that center Jesus (51%), embrace diversity and 
emphasize peacemaking and outreach to others (88%).  
 
The MC USA Executive Board commissioned the study to provide a snapshot of what it means 
to be a Mennonite and a member of MC USA. Springtide Research Institute, Winona, 
Minnesota, conducted the study in 2021, working with the MC USA Executive Board staff to 
promote the survey among conferences, congregations, program agencies, affiliated colleges, 
newsletter subscribers, social media followers and attendees of MennoCon21. The survey was 
available in English and Spanish. The final report captured 2,276 survey responses and 63 
follow-up interviews, representing voices from all 16 conferences. 
 
Executive Director Glen Guyton said, “This survey provides us with important insights, 
especially as we consider the role of program agencies and the priorities of the denominational 
staff.” He added that, while the data may not be entirely representative of all the lived 
experiences of MC USA’s members, the respondents who participated are people that are 
engaged and committed to MC USA.  
 
The survey features four chapters that focus on membership demographics, defining what it 
means to be Mennonite, experiences and understanding of the role of the denomination, and 
the tenets and philosophies that drive membership.  
 
Congregational life  
 
Survey data showed that the local church plays an important role in the lives and faith of 
members. Seventy-eight percent of respondents said that organized church matters to them. 
Participants spoke positively about their congregations, saying that they felt that their 
congregations care about what is happening in their personal lives (85%), help them deepen 
their relationship with God (89%) and strengthen their faith through connection (87%).  
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Guyton affirmed these results, saying “We need strong congregations with well-equipped 
leadership. The national body is there to serve the congregations and its members, not the 
other way around. We must have strong, relevant local churches.” 
 
Outreach and Missions 
 
Across the board, participants (88%) agreed that outreach is important. Despite this, 
“evangelizing nonbelievers” was ranked last among the personal faith commitments with only 
18% of respondents saying it is “very important.” The preferred mode of outreach for 70% of 
respondents was service.  
 
“We need to do better at reaching out and sharing our faith locally,” said Guyton. “Our approach 
to missions is not just international. We must become missional people that impact the 
community. There is a desire for that in our denomination.” 
 
Guyton presented the survey to the Constituency Leaders Council (CLC) on Oct. 21. In his 
presentation, he said, “People want to serve. People want to get engaged. People want to do 
ministry where they get their hands get dirty, where it touches other people's lives.  
 
“Make sure you're including some type of service, some type of engagement, so people can see 
the work that you are doing,” he said to the group of leaders from MC USA agencies, 
conferences and constituency groups. “Get busy doing work in your local community,” he 
added.  
 

Guyton identified next steps that leaders should consider in reference to the survey results. 
These included: 

 As we become more diverse, we have to change our systems and paradigms. 

 Lean into the basic tenants of Anabaptism (and not popular religious rhetoric). 

 Get busy doing ministry work in the community and abroad. 

 Do ministry in smaller circles. Focus on local ministry and contextual needs.  
 
Denominational leadership  
 
Respondents view the essential activities of the denomination as working for peace and justice 
(68%), sharing God’s love in word and deed (65%), partnering globally (34%) and educating 
(25%) and equipping members (24%). Survey responses and interviews show that members 
want the denomination to be forward-thinking and forward-looking – to grow and change, to 
move toward a more progressive and innovative approach to church (58%), to be committed to 
antiracism (93%), to diversify and include the marginalized in meaningful ways, and to advocate 
for migrants and refugees, regardless of documentation status (87%). 
   
In his presentation to the CLC, Guyton summarized the key recommendations for 
denominational leadership: 

 Work with the underrepresented groups toward inclusion. 

 Govern for the future.  
-more- 
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 Empower diverse leadership throughout the system. 

 Walk alongside conferences and congregations providing resources and guidance.  
 
“There's a desire for us to look forward,” Guyton said to the CLC leaders. “We're not going to be 
the same denomination we were in 2000 … we need to look to the future. If we could keep 
looking back to the ‘good old days,’ we won’t move forward to the good new days. I want to 
move forward to the good new days, because the church has a lot to offer.” 
 
Being Mennonite 
 
Most respondents (56%) defined a Mennonite as “one who agrees with Mennonite theology.” 
When asked about their personal faith commitments, respondents listed “Following Jesus in 
daily life” (84%), “Expressing Christian love in all relationships” (80%) and “Peacemaking and 
nonviolence” (76%) among their “very important” personal faith commitments. The majority 
(77%) said they engage with the Anabaptist/Mennonite faith because of the church’s mission 
and values.  
 
A survey participant identified as Monica said, “For me being a Mennonite means following the 
way of Jesus and living out a life that reflects peace and nonviolence. [Those] are the two big 
ones that I’m looking for in a faith.” 
 
“A key insight from this data is that we must stick close to our Anabaptist roots and put Jesus at 
the center of all we do,” said Guyton. “We have a special call as Anabaptist Christians to focus 
on the life of Christ. Without that distinctive, any work we do loses its true power.” 
 

Click here to read the full survey.( mennoniteusa.org/denominational-survey-results) 
 
Mennonite Church USA is the largest Mennonite denomination in the United States with 16 
conferences, approximately 540 congregations and 56,000 members. An Anabaptist Christian 
denomination, MC USA is part of Mennonite World Conference, a global faith family that 
includes churches in 59 countries. It has offices in Elkhart, Indiana and Newton, Kansas. 
mennoniteUSA.org 
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