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· What is your biggest challenge?

· Thank you to John Roberto, Vibrant Faith; Shana Peachey Boshart, Anabaptist Faith Formation; MennoMedia; Amanda Bleichly, Central Plains Mennonite Conference
·  “The pandemic has demonstrated how fragile faith formation approaches and programming were and how dependent they were on fixed time programming in physical spaces at church facilities and in the other locations (retreat houses, service/mission project locations, etc.) When gatherings at church were no longer possible, faith formation in many places just came to a halt. The pandemic has called into question how durable and resilient our current forms of ministry and faith formation really are.” –John Roberto
· Why is faith formation important to you now and in the near future?  Examples:  

· Build intergenerational relationships, so all can share the Jesus story in their lives together
· Increase interest in the bible and depth of biblical knowledge

· Help people go deeper in spiritual growth through spiritual disciplines

· As a way of reaching out to tired, hurting families who spend lots of time on digital media anyway (5 hrs online vs 4.5 hrs ave watching TV)
· Answer this core question with the people who care deeply about faith formation in your congregation.  

· Different levels of engagement with the digital age:
· Transferring

· Translating

· Transforming

· Transferring – Transferring a regular faith formation activity onto Zoom or another teleconferencing platform with little or no adaptation.
Example:  Telling a good bible story  in costume is a good example of transferring faith formation to a digital format in a hurry.

· Translating – Translating is about adapting certain elements of traditional in-person Sunday School.

God’s Story, God’s Song  https://www.godsstorygodssong.com/#/
  is a great example of translating!  It’s also a very good example of curriculum that is adaptive in terms of context.  In-person, onsite congregational faith formation can be enjoyed online OR in-person as the virus allows and as you and your team discern your goal.  
· Transforming –This is faith formation online that is re-envisioned.  Ask youth how they love to learn these days and really listen for 1 great idea that they suggest that you’re willing to try.

Example:  self-guided, self-paced, curated playlists that allow kids, youth, and adults of all ages to learn and grow in faith at their own pace.  The Bible Project is a great example.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vFwNZNyDu9k
Two ways to engage the digital world:

With  asynchronous and synchronous ideas.

· Asynchronous ideas – Do them on your own time/with your family 
· Synchronous ideas – Do them “in real time” together with others in the church building or via Zoom
Here are a bunch of synchronous and asynchronous resources:

· Shine at Home $20.99  https://shinecurriculum.com/product/shine-at-home/
· God’s Story, God’s Song  https://www.godsstorygodssong.com/#/
Very flexible for at home worship, at the church building Sunday School and/or as a hybrid faith formation experience!  Cost is sliding scale based on number of users.  Created by folks from College Mennonite Church, Goshen, IN
· MennoMedia  https://www.mennomedia.org/Downloads.html
[bring up page, share screen]
· Quick 'n Easy Bible Plans: Flexible Downloads for Children K-6
· Second Mile:  A Peace Journey for Congregations
· Shalom Readers:  Read a book, creatively respond to the book, then get together on Zoom and discuss what you learned.  More info at:  http://www.centralplainsmc.org/shalom-readers.html
· Gratefulness.org – MANY good ideas for spiritual practices – gratitude, peacemaking, simple living, thanking God for the natural world, and more.  
o Vibrant Faith:  https://vibrantfaith.org/  This website is a wellspring of resources for how to think about, pray about, and move your faith formation into the Digital Age!
· The Bible Project:   bibleproject.com o Curriculum ideas:
▪ Meetinghouse curriculum: videos http:// kidsandyouth.themeetinghouse.com/
· Springs Forth: Detectives of Divinity: http://springsforth.com/products/
· Anabaptist Faith Formation:  Anabaptist Faith Formation! Lots of great online resources and hybrid ones that are squarely within our own faith distinctives.  www.anabaptistfaithformation.org
· Chuck Knows Church:  Great very basic faith formation videos.  Why do we do that in church produced by UMC.Why Example:  Why do we light candles in an advent wreath?  https://chuckknowschurch.com/archive?tid=All
· Menno Snapshots on the MC USA website is a good online blog.  Good as a conversation starter or spiritual practices spark.  Here’s a recent one called “Encircling Prayer for a Pandemic.”  https://www.mennoniteusa.org/menno-snapshots/encircling-prayer-for-a-pandemic/
· CommonWord is the Canadian Mennonite Church resource platform. They have many downloadable resources including ”Zooming to Bethlehem:  Virtual Christmas Pageant” AND MC USA/MC Canada’s “The Adaptive Church webinar series.”  https://www.commonword.ca/Home
· Faith Lens:   Blogs.elca.org/faithlens Online young adult and teen curriculum from Evangelical Lutheran Church of America that connects  biblical learning to current events.  This online curriculum could be paired with hybrid discussion group(s).
· Smart Phone Apps:
· Pray As You Go – Lectio Divina for teens and adults with lovely background music, as well as thoughtful questions

· Centering Prayer – It’s sessions of centering prayer you can customize—how long?  What sounds will start and finish your prayer time

· Several apps for making your own Advent Calendar.  There’s at least one where you can share your photos with others.  Might be a neat idea for middle or high school youth group.

· Take Our Moments – Anabaptist Prayer Book on your phone

· So many good Podcasts:  Rich offerings of solid, interesting, and entertaining content that you can listen to as you do other things in your daily life.  Podcasts are another valuable resource to include on any playlist you may decide to create.  Here are just a few:

· Reclaiming Jesus Now – Jim Wallis and friends

· Jesus Calling – Stories of hope, faith, and inspiration

· Ched Myers – on the bible speaking to current events including racism, climate change, and more

· Bible Project podcast – teams well with the Bible Project videos

· Several daily audio bible reading apps

· Our seminaries and college professors are wading into the podcast pool too.  Some are well worth your and your congregation’s time.
· Connecting with Others (Outreach online) – Inviting friends/colleagues to read/share resources

· Link your playlist to your Facebook page; invite your friends to view it.

· Start a triad study and prayer group on Zoom 

· Try an Instagram inspirational thought  once-a-week (or once-a-day if you have help from tweens and teens) that connects to the Church Year, i.e. Advent-Christmas, Lent/Easter, Pentecost, Ordinary Time

