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Hello, Faith Formation Friends!

This is week seven of social distancing for me and week eight of working from home. I am longing for in-person interactions with my family, friends and colleagues. I am wondering how I got this far into this much solitude with so little prayer. What a great opportunity this has been to “be still and know,” yet so much of the time I also have felt “alone and anxious.”

Even so, I am sustained by moments with God, who like a mother or father, comforts and holds us when we are alone and anxious,

“...for God knows how we were made; God remembers that we are dust.

“...for as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is God’s steadfast love toward those who revere God.

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name!”*

Take a moment now to close your eyes, breathe in the breath God breathed into you, and be held in that steadfast love.

*excerpted and adapted from Psalm 103

Okay. Ready to think about Vacation Bible School? I’ve been hearing folks are wondering what to do: you’ve bought God’s Great Big Beautiful World, but how will you use it? Rest easy—the Shine editors called an emergency meeting to come to your aid for both VBS and Sunday school. Read on...

Shine curriculum: Two new digital options coming soon!
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Shine’s VBS will release a new digital upgrade! Shine is developing strategies, adaptations, and digital products to help churches and families explore God’s Great Big Beautiful World VBS in new ways amid social distancing. Visit ShineCurriculum.com and follow Shine on social media sites to keep tabs on all the creative new ideas and products for making Great Big Beautiful World your most memorable VBS yet!

 

Okay, here’s a treasure every faith formation and children’s minister needs to know about: Storypath. And if I’m the last one to know about it, please don’t tell me! 🤣 The folks at Union Presbyterian Seminary recommend a children’s book that fits the Revised Common Lectionary AND one that fits the Narrative Lectionary — yes, both! You also can look up books by scripture passage because, after all, some of us don’t follow any lectionary! Go, go — What are you waiting for? Check it out!!

Also, in case you missed this, there are lots of helpful tidbits in our Technology Best Practices video series related to virtual meetings, online worship and work tools. Created by Crystal Washington, a technology strategist and certified futurist, the series includes 15 concise and winsome mini-videos. 







		

	How do we plan for ministry post-pandemic? What will change going forward? Watch this video: Church in These VUCA (Volatile, Uncertain, Complex, Ambiguous) Times.






		My favorite lines from this video:

“An analog church asking whether online life is relevant is like Sears asking whether Amazon is relevant.” —Carey Nieuwhof

P.S. Sears is out of business.

P.P.S. Online life is 24/7, not just for an hour on Sunday mornings.

This is worth repeating: Online life is 24/7, not just for an hour on Sunday mornings.
What are we doing to meet our members online? Find lots of ideas in this webinar by John Roberto and the Powerpoint notes that go with it.
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(II Thess. 2:16-17)

In love and light, 
Shana

Shana Peachey Boshart
MC USA Denominational Minister for Faith Formation
ShanaPB@MennoniteUSA.org
574-523-3070
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