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Last August in a WDC weekly Sprouts newsletter article, I 
offered a friendly challenge for all WDC members to share in 
financial support for Western District Conference.  I 
highlighted our budget goals and a recent roof repair on our 
office building that will require future loan payments. 
 
Several days later, I received a phone call from a member of a 
family administering a charitable bequest gift to WDC on 

behalf of their parents. (A charitable bequest gift is a gift out of a person’s will 
or trust, following their death). The family wondered if they might designate this 
gift toward WDC’s roof repair project.  What a timely and providential gift that 
was! And how grateful we are for this generous contribution that supports the 
important ministries taking place under the roof of our facility. These include 
the Resource Library, committee meetings, pastors’ gatherings, meetings of 
groups from local congregations, staff office activities, and more. 
 
In addition to the gift designated for the roof repair project, this past year WDC also received several other 
bequest gifts, for a total of $152,000 in 2019.  According to WDC policy, undesignated bequest gifts to WDC 
of $500 or more are directed to the WDC Bequest Fund, from which 10% is annually transferred into our 
operating fund. (By action of the Executive Board, up to 20% of the Bequest Fund may be allocated in the 
event other sources of income are less than is needed to meet current year expenses). 
 
We give thanks for the foresight and tremendous generosity of donors who have blessed WDC in this way! We 
also encourage you to consider planned giving as a way to witness to your faith, practice biblical stewardship, 
and continue supporting church ministries beyond your lifetime. 

 
Everence is one organization that can help with this planning.  In a 
recent issue of the Everence magazine Everyday Stewardship, 
Stewardship Consultant Mitch Stutzman offers helpful information 
about end-of-life gift planning.  He notes that one of the simplest 
ways to make planned gifts to causes and organizations that you value 
is to incorporate a charitable gift into your will or trust. You say in 

your will or trust that a portion of your assets should go to the charitable causes and organizations that you 
identify. Charitable bequests have several advantages. For example, you may be able to reduce estate and 
inheritance taxes because charitable bequests are deductible from your estate.  Best of all, you’ll know that the 
support you’ve given to important causes during your life will also continue after you are gone. 
 
We appreciate your partnership in WDC’s mission, as we empower Anabaptist Mennonite congregations to 
Witness and invite others to faith in Jesus Christ, Dwell in just and loving relationships, and Connect to God’s 
mission in the world.  Thank you for your generous support this year, and in the years to come! 

The WDC Office & Resource 
Library will be closed for the 
holidays: Dec 23-Jan 1, 2020 

 

Jan 11:  Youth Lead Now, 
Faith Mennonite Church, 
Newton KS 

 

Jan 24:  Let’s Talk+ Women, 
Money and Faith,  Tabor 
Mennonite Church, Newton 
KS 

 

July 31-Aug 2:  WDC Annual 
Assembly, Camp Copass, 
Denton TX 

 

Glimpses of  a new year 
or at the WDWM web page at https://
communicationswdwm.wixsite.com/wdwm.  

Youth are encouraged to consider attending Youth Lead 
Now, a leadership training event January 11 at Faith 
Mennonite Church, Newton, KS, sponsored by the Bi-
Conference Youth Ministry Committee of WDC and 
South Central Conference.  This one-day workshop is 
designed for high school youth to enrich leadership 
skills and deepen faith, using an adaptive leadership 
framework and spiritual practices. Congregations are 
encouraged to send youth who have been affirmed for 
leadership gifts and potential.  The registration fee is 
$50 (scholarships available upon request). Youth can 
register at https://forms.gle/fWQ2BVjybMVtzKsC8 

Youth Lead Now is one of several initiatives building on 
the joint WDC/SCC Leadership Transformation Grant 
from Kansas Leadership Center (KLC) in Wichita, KS. 
In 2020, our continuing grant will again cover 
registration cost for a number of WDC members to 
attend training sessions in KLC’s three primary 
leadership programs. More information will be 
available soon, about how to apply for a training spot 
through our grant.  The WDC/SCC Core Team for 
our KLC grant also plans to host an anniversary event 

T 
his issue of Garden marks the beginning of 
a new church year with Advent 
(December 1), a new calendar year 
(January 1) and WDC’s new fiscal year 

(February 1).  In this season we anticipate the 
coming of Christ and prepare for the celebration of 
Jesus’ birth.  We open ourselves to the mystery of 
God’s future, and to the presence of Jesus, God’s 
Word made flesh here and now in the midst of our 
current lives and contexts.  We consider what new 
things are emerging, 
and how we are 
being invited to join 
God’s work. As we 
anticipate the new 
year in WDC, here 
are some things to 
look forward to: 
 
Women are invited to “Let’s Talk…Women, Money & 
Faith,” a special event hosted by Western District 
Women in Mission, January 24-25 at Tabor 
Mennonite Church, Newton, KS. This will feature 
speakers from Everence who will address money and 
faith topics for women of all ages and stages of 
life.  Look for more information soon on Facebook 
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in 2020 celebrating 5 years of WDC/SCC 
partnership with Kansas Leadership Center. Since 
our first grant in 2015, over 75 persons from WDC, 
along with others from SCC, have received 
leadership training at KLC! We want to continue 
networking together, highlighting effective 
leadership practices and envisioning ways to 
strengthen WDC and our congregations through 
these resources. 

And, of course, everyone is invited 
to mark your calendars to attend 
WDC Annual Assembly, July 31-
Aug 2 at Camp Copass, Denton, 
Texas. Keynote speaker will be M. 
Daniel Carroll (Rodas), Professor of 

Old Testament at Wheaton College, focusing on 
topics related to immigration and the 
Bible.  Delegates and members from across WDC 
are encouraged to come to learn and worship, share 
in delegate work and conversation, and enjoy 
fellowship and hospitality with sisters and brothers 
in Texas! 
 
Through these opportunities and in many other 
ways, the new year invites us to watch and listen for 
God’s presence and work among us.  This might 
come through hearing the voices of youth and young 
adults, gaining new understanding from the 
experience of immigrants, considering new ways to 
connect faith and finances, exercising leadership gifts 
in new ways, or building relationships across 
geographical and cultural differences.   In whatever 
ways God leads, may we receive Christ with open 
hearts, minds and spirit.   
 
           —Heidi Regier Kreider, WDC Conference Minister  

plate saying who the item was given in honor of.  Cele-
brate the season with this unique gift idea. 
 
Hot off the Press:  We’re recently added a number of 
timely titles published by Herald Press.  Stop by the li-
brary or contact us to borrow: 
• The God Who Sees:  Immigrants, the Bible, and the Journey 
to Belong by Karen Gonzalez 

• Addiction Nation:  What the Opioid Crisis Reveals about 
Us by Timothy McMahan King 

• From Risk to Resilience:  How Empowering Young Women 
Can Change Everything by Jenny Rae Armstrong 

• Invited:  The Power of Hospitality in an Age of Loneliness 
by Leslie Verner 

• Raising Disciples:  How to Make Faith Matter for Our 
Kids by Natalie Frisk 

• Why Did Jesus Die and What Difference Does it Make? 
by Michele Hershberger 

WDC Resource Library News 
 

Christmas Wish List:  Give the gift of a 
resource this Christmas.  Check out the li-
brary wish list through Faith & Life 

Bookstore (in store or at faithandlifebookstore.net).  
All items will be added to the collection with a book-

 Thank you for your ministry,  
Byron Pellecer! 

 

Byron Pellecer has announced his 
resignation as WDC Associate Con-
ference Minister (Texas) effective 
January 31, 2020, so that he and his 
wife can move to live closer to fam-
ily in Virginia.  Byron has served as 
an Associate Conference Minister 
for WDC since May 2016, following 
three years as a church planter in 
Wichita, Kansas. “During my years 
of ministry and service to the church 

and to WDC, I experienced God’s blessings and joy,” 
Byron writes, “I am very grateful for the opportunity to 
serve the conference.”  WDC has been enriched by By-
ron’s missional vision as he has nurtured connections 
across ethnic and cultural differences, supported pas-
tors and congregations in Texas, and promoted church 
planting. May God guide and bless Byron as he pre-
pares for this transition. 
 

A farewell reception will take place Wednesday,  Janu-
ary 22, 10-11 am at the WDC offices in North Newton, 
Kansas. 

Thank you for your financial contributions for Western District Conference’s ministries of 
supporting ministerial leaders, resourcing congregations, and nurturing church planting.  As of 
October 31 we were $122,000 short of meeting our expenses for the year to date, so your gen-
erous gifts are invited to help close the gap towards WDC’s 2019 budget goal!  Please make 

donations at mennowdc.org or send to WDC at PO Box 306, North Newton, KS 67117.   

 

Congregational snapshot:   
Peace Mennonite Church,  

Dallas, Texas 
Fourth in a series featuring congregations in WDC 

 

Peace Mennonite Church, Dallas, is one of two 
Peace Mennonite Churches in the Western District. 
Peace gathers for worship in Farmer’s Branch, the 
first suburb north of Dallas, TX in a rented com-
mercial space. 

 

Peace is an energetic urban church 
made of members from around the 
Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex work-
ing to promote peace and justice 
locally and internationally.  Signifi-
cant local partnerships include the 
Dallas Peace and Justice Center, an 
advocacy organization founded by 
the church devoted to building peace 

and justice in Dallas through education and activism. 
The annual banquet draws a couple of hundred Dal-
las peacemakers together to celebrate our work to-
gether. Another partner is North Dallas Shared Min-
istries, our local food pantry and crisis care agency 
that works with more than 60,000 people annually. 
 

Peace’s mission is to be a welcoming community 
seeking to extend Christ’s Peace, and we’re always 
looking for ways to bring people together, including 
church retreats, game nights, trivia evenings, movie 
nights, and picnics.  We’re coming up on our 50th 
anniversary; Peace was founded in 1971 when Rich-
ard St. Clair, a disillusioned Vietnam Vet read about 
the Anabaptists, and planted a sign reading “First 
Mennonite Church of Dallas” in his front yard, and 
slowly a worshipping community came together.    
 

If you’re ever in Dallas, we’d love to have you join 
us!          —Pastor Samuel Voth Schrag 

Young adults at 
a church retreat. 

ing, revitalization and church growth are intercon-
nected, not separate programs.  
 

Rather than just seek the best church planting meth-
ods in the religious market, we should first seek God 
and search Scripture as our natural “GPS” for 
church planting. Good resources and methodology 
are important, but need to be contextualized accord-
ing to God’s plan and will for each congregation and 
community.   
 

The Church Planting Commission is developing 
guidelines encompassing three components: calling, 
equipping and commissioning, taking into account 
the role of church planters, the emerging church 
plant, and the involvement of Church Planting Com-
mission of WDC. Church Planting Commission is 
assisted by the Sister Church Task Force to lead and 
resource church planting initiatives and foster rela-
tionships with emerging Anabaptist/Mennonite 
groups. Also, they help emerging groups and their 
leaders connect with the congregations, resources, 
staff, and structures of WDC. 
 

Currently, WDC has two active church planting min-
istries:  Iglesia Cristiana Menonita Aposento Alto in 
Wichita, KS and Iglesia Palabra Viva in Liberal, KS. 
They emphasize God’s mission and activity across 
the street., and interact with their community 
through distribution of school kits, invitations to 
church celebration events and friendly conversa-
tions. As a result, both congregations seem to be 
vibrant, growing in numbers and learning to serve 
their neighbors. 
 

I have monthly one-on-one meetings with church 
planters to discuss prayers, joys, challenges and vi-
sioning, as well as concerns and tools needed for 
young emerging church ministries. We also meet 
electronically with other WDC Hispanic pastors and 
leaders for equipping and sharing around church 
planting, revitalization and church growth.  We seek 
wisdom from denominational resources and other 
groups aligned with Anabaptist theological identity.  
 
 

The Church Planting Commission invites us to 

dream together, to be alert to God’s activity, plant 

new churches and to continue proclaiming that the 

kingdom of God is near.  Thank you for your 

prayers, support and for your financial gifts to 

nurture church planting in WDC.    

     —Byron Pellecer, WDC Associate Conference Minister 

WDC Commissions:   
Joining in Mission 

WDC’s four commissions provide leadership and resources to 
carry out the priorities and ministries of the conference.  Each 
issue of the Garden in 2019 features a glimpse of one commis-
sion’s work. 
 

The WDC Church Planting Commission encourages 
churches to be alert to God’s activity in their loca-
tions that may signal an emerging congrega-
tion.  Creating new congregations is an essential and 
natural activity of a healthy church.  Church plant-

 


