Intentional Faith

Balloon Theology

Balloon Theology

= 4. Toss Balloons wildly about thero‘orﬁ; .
= 5_Catch one. e L

= 6. Read another’s holy moment.

= 7. Now.....what happened within the life
of the congregation to contribute to this




Everything that happens in a
congregation has the potential
to_shape faith!.

Like what?

Really? Show me!




Our Commission —

Think About 1t . ..

What is Christian Faith?




What does Intentional mean?

Faith Formation

= Christian Faith Formation is process —
not product. However, we must have a
plan to provide a safe and hospitable
environment where faith formation is
invited, welcomed and expected.

s

i
i

¢
4
£
&
i
i
i
.
[
L4
[
¢
i
i

What is Curriculum?




Responses often include...

Our Tendencies . . .

However . ..




The early church’s first
curricufum: Acts 2: 32,42,44-47

B s

ldentify the curriculum in
Acts 2: 32, 42, 44-47

their possessions and go

all as any had need

temple togetherand
Hey partook of foc

The central elements of early
chureh life:

= Kerygma: curriculum of ‘proclamation of the

. word of Jesus’ resurrection

- Didache: curriculum of teaching and the activity
of teaching

Leiturgia: curriculum of prayer & coming

together 1o re-present Jesus in the breakmg of
the bread

¥
:
.
:
:




Fashion me a people . ..

= Using the forms above as a model for the core
and scope of educational ministry of the .
church. {Thisis a long process!)

= Say this in other ways, with different words....

= What is the relationship of these forms to each
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Contemporary Shifts in
Teaching and Learning omxww. 5.2

moving from  moving to

Observations about
the Shifts




Boing a Dramatic Presentation

Simulating the Resl Experience

Information, Formation, Transformation
- - = a pathway to Christian Discipleship

1. Information ~learning the facts of a story, memorizing Bible
verses; gammg head knowledge. (head beliefs - content)

Formation - hearmg he stcsrtes am
the world, history, context of the sto;
imagining what it was like, woridering where
. yourse!f in the story; pxo ing. agtass

Questions to ask of a lesson,

activity, event

What is the information in this Bible s
facts:whowhat; when; wherg; why?
. How can the lesson be presented so that spiritual
formation can occur? How will you  provide a

i spirituaﬂy nurturing classroom climate/environment?
¢ Be mindiul of the age level and needs of our group.

i

3. What might spiritual fransformation ook like? What
are the hoped-for outcomes and applications?
Imagine what kind of work the Holy Spirit might want
g% do in your fife as a result of dialoging with the Bible




Intentional Faith Formation
Describes the Practice of
Churches that.

A Little Taste of the Possible

" Exercis
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Resources

= Fajth Formation in Vital Conqreqétions by Marian
Plant. Pilgrim Press, 2009.
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Intentional Faith Formation
Describes the Practice of Churches that

e View the ministries of Christion education and formation, small
group work, and Bible study as absolutely criticalto their
mission.

e Consistently offers opportunities for people of all ages,
interests, and faith experiences to learn in community.

¢ Consciously and deliberately cover the whole age spectrum,
fostering faith development (formation) outside of worship
during the course of the year for children, youth, young
adults, singles, couples, middle—aged adults and older adults.

e Support and maintain existing Sunday school classes, studies,
choirs, women’s and men’s organizations.

e Continually fill the gaps with short-term, long-term and topical
small group ministries.

¢ Start new classes and opportunities especially designed for
visitors, explorers and new members.

¢ Pay attention to multiple Learning Styles and Dale’s Cone of
Learning to maximize learning, not teaching.

¢ Incorporate models such as the Faith Wheel, the Curriculum of
the Early Church and Information, Formation,
Transformation.

From Marlene Bogard, Minister of Christian Nurture, Western Distriet
Conference, 2009 and from Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations by Robert
Schnase. Abingdon, 2007.






Kerygma
(proclaiming the
word of Jesus’

resurrection)

Koinonia
(being in
community with
one another in a
way that is
uniquely

Christian

Didache

(teaching)

Leiturgia
(coming together
to pray and to re-

present Jesus in
the breaking of

bread)

Diakonia
(serving and
caring for those

in need)
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