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Litany of Installation of Pastor:
Conference Minister:  “There is one body and one Spirit … one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us all who is above all and through all and in all.”

People:  “But grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ's gift.”

Conference Minister:  “And Christ's gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:4-7, 11-12)

People:  Today we affirm our call to [Name of new pastor] to exercise the gifts God has given him/her in ministry at [church name]. We have hoped, prayed and worked for this day. Thank you, God, that you have led us by your Spirit.

Search Committee Person:  We looked at needs, gifts, and different persons, praying that God would speak.  God is a faithful guide, and today we celebrate that God has led us together. [Name of new pastor and spouse if applicable], we pray that in the giving of your gifts to us, and the giving of our gifts to you, our work and service will fulfill God’s purposes in our congregation, our community and our world.

Conference Minister:  [Name], seeing that the grace of God has called you into leadership in this church, I now ask you: Do you promise, as pastor of this congregation, you will faithfully endeavor to carry out the duties of your ministry, seeking to exercise wisely and in Christian love the authority that has been entrusted to you in this office, and will you seek to teach the Word of God fully as God reveals it to you through the work of the Holy Spirit for the instruction and inspiration of those to whom you minister?

New Pastor:  I promise to do so, with God's help.

Conference Minister:  [Name of new pastor], a call to pastoral leadership in the Mennonite Church is a call to shared ministry.  Even as you exercise your gifts for ministry are you prepared to enter into a community of leaders at [Church name), with staff persons, volunteers, and lay leaders in the congregation?

New Pastor:  I rejoice in the wealth of leadership gifts God has given this church, and pledge to work with others in a spirit of cooperation and openness to God's presence in our midst.

Conference Minister:  [Name of associate pastor], the congregation has called [Name of new pastor] to join you in pastoral ministry.  As associate pastor, will you willingly receive each other's gifts, insight and counsel in shared pastoral ministry?

Associate Pastor:  I promise to do so, with God's help; I commit myself to prayerful support and joyful service together with [Name of new pastor].

Conference Minister (to congregation):   Christian friends, you have heard the commitment [Name of new pastor] has made in accepting the call to pastoral leadership in this church.  Do you receive him/her as your lead pastor, and do you promise to be co-workers with him/her in this congregation, accepting his/her as one sent by God to lead you in the work of Christ in this place?  If so, I invite you to stand, and join in affirmation.

Congregation: As God’s Spirit calls and the church commissions, we accept your service to and through this congregation.  We pledge our support to you, as you in turn, support our ministries. We join with you in seeking first the reign of God. May you be given a deep love for the church, for each of us, and for each life you touch on our behalf.  May Christ be known in you and through you.  Our prayers will continually support you.

Conference Minister:  Based on this covenant between the congregation and you, [Name of new pastor], I now solemnly install you as lead pastor of [Name of church]. May God empower you and the congregation with the wisdom, insight, strength, and tender love that can only come from on high, as you carry out your mission in this community and beyond.  In the name 
of God, our Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer and Friend.  Amen.

New Pastor:  [response]

Blessing (from Words for Worship 2, #299)


God, bless [Name of new pastor]'s heart.


Give him/her your indwelling spirit,



calling him/her to love you and to live anchored to Christ.


God, bless [Name of new pastor]'s eyes.


Give him/her your wisdom, teaching him/her to perceive your desires 



and to see your vision of compassion.


God, bless [Name of new pastor]'s hands.


Give him/her your faith and trust, binding his/her hand



to this team of leaders, to this body,



and to all those he/she will serve in faith, love and hope.


God, bless [Name of new pastor]'s feet.


Give him/her the gospel of peace,



guiding him/her to lead the congregation in your ways.


God, bless this congregation who [Name of new pastor] now serve



as a member and as a pastor.

Litany of Installation of Pastor:
Congregational Chairperson:  We are a community of believers who follow Jesus Christ.  As we receive and share God’s love, we thank God for direction and provision in meeting our needs.  We have discerned gifts in our brother / sister which can combine with our own in a commitment for growth and service.

Pastoral Search Committee:  We as the search committee have had a significant role in calling [Name] to our congregation.  We looked at needs, gifts, and different persons, praying that God would speak.  God is a faithful guide and today we celebrate that God has led us together.  We pray that as you give of your gifts to us, [Name], and as we give our gifts to God, working together, God will work His purpose out for our congregation.

Board of Deacons:  As we form a ministry team with [Name], we look forward to growing with him / her.  We want to offer [Name] our support, ideas, feedback, openness, and honesty.  We want to share together our feelings, concerns, love and prayers.

Board of Trustees:  As we exercise the gifts God has given you, we also pledge ourselves to work with you, sharing our gifts to serve God’s church to accomplish the mission God has entrusted to us.

Director of Christian Education:  As we give of our gifts to the church and work together with [Name], we can accomplish the work of the church, to nurture through Christian Education, reach out to others, and enhance the fellowship of those who gather for worship in this place.

Youth Director:  [Name], I express my sincere joy and welcome you as you begin your walk with this congregation.  I look to you as a resource person and counsel as I work with the youth of this congregation and commit myself to support you to the best of my ability and knowledge with my resources and counsel. [Name], I look forward with great anticipation to serve Jesus Christ and uphold this congregation’s mission of receiving and sharing God’s love in our ministry within this church together.

Representative of the Youth:  I am a representative of the youth in this church, and we look forward to getting to know [Name] and having him / her get to know us.  We are a part of this church and its calling and we invite [Name] to interact with us.

Representative of the Children:  I am one of the children in our church family.  We would like [Name] to be our friend and want to have fun with him / her and learn from him / her.
Litany of Installation of Pastor:
Search Committee representative:  Our search committee was commissioned to seek and find new pastoral leadership.  We assessed the leadership priorities of the congregation and compared those with several possible candidates.  We had several very long and very intense meetings in this process but felt richly blessed by the outcome.  Our committee was amazed and incredibly thankful at both the speed of this process and especially at the unanimity of spirit and direction that we felt as God led [Name] to us.  We welcome you warmly and look forward to working with you.  Thanks to conference minister, [Name] for his / her help in so many ways and to everyone in this congregation and beyond for their prayers and other support.

Conference Minister:  On behalf of Western District Conference, I celebrate and affirm your call to be pastor of [Church Name] Mennonite Church.  We are prepared to support you and the congregation in ways that will make your ministry here both fruitful and joyful.  It is our prayer that you will experience the presence of Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit as you seek to be faithful to this call.

Representative from Elders:  As the elders form a ministry team with you, [Name], we look forward to mutual growth.  We want to offer our support, our ideas, our feedback, our openness, and our honesty.  We offer our concerns, our feelings, our love, and our prayers.  God can use our combined gifts to stimulate growth within our church.

Representative from student group:  We affirm your calling to the students of this congregation.  As we explore and work toward vocational choices, we invite you to join us as we seek personal expressions of our faith.

Church Moderator:  We as a congregation have called [Name] to become our pastor.  After prayerful consideration they have accepted our call as a call from God.  As co-workers for Christ we are here to install him / her as pastor of this congregation in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Praise God for this new season in the life of our congregation!

Congregation:  God has called us to share in the work of His kingdom.  It is a work we cannot do alone.  We need the help and support of each other.  Although we all have different gifts, we work together to bear witness to the transforming power of God, believing that in Christ we are all one.  Today we remember and celebrate this unity, this goal of building up God’s church, this opportunity to be ambassadors of God’s Spirit in the world.  [Name], we praise God that you have been called to this congregation.  We will strive to support and encourage the leadership you offer as we grow together in the family of Jesus Christ.

New pastor being installed:  I have sensed a strong calling from God to ministry in this place at this time.  I am grateful to God for leading me here and I am grateful to the congregation for the kindness that has been shown to me.  I commit myself to serving as your pastor with humility and integrity.  By God’s grace, I will try to be honest about my own struggles as well as my visions.  I look forward to walking with you on our journey together, mourning with one another in our sorrows, celebrating with each other in our joys.  It is with a joyful spirit and a humble heart that I stand before you.  I commit to minister with integrity, compassion and respect for each of you.  I ask for your prayers in this new venture just as you know that you are always in mine.  Above all, I strive to behold each of you as God’s beloved child, and to build up the congregation as Christ’s own Body.  To that end, I offer the following prayer in song:  “Dona Nobis Pacem”.  (Grant us peace).
Litany of Installation of Pastor:
People:  We are called to be God’s people, the body of Christ.  Just as the body has many members, so too we have diverse gifts.

Conference Minister:  God calls individuals for many tasks.  Some, like Abraham, Sarah, and Paul, are to pioneer the faith.  Others like Aaron, Ruth, Dorcas, and Onesimus, are called to serve.  And still others, like Moses, Deborah, Lydia, and Peter, are called to lead.  But we are all the people of God.

People:  Today we affirm our call to [Name] to provide pastoral leadership for our congregation.  We call you to guide, support, and participate in our life as God’s people.

Conference Minister:  [Name], do you accept the call to pastoral leadership from the [church name] Mennonite Church, and will you minister to all of those whom the Lord may lead to gather in this place?

(Response)

Conference Minister:  Will you commit yourself to using the gifts God has given you, and to minister to these people out of a life centered in relationship to Jesus Christ?  

(Response)

Conference Minister (speaking to congregation):  Will you commit yourselves to working with [Name] in the shared ministry and leadership at [church name] Mennonite Church?

(Response)

Conference Minister (charge to the congregation):  As a people of God, what commitment do you make?

People:  We are sisters and brothers, pilgrims on a journey.  As members of the body of Christ, we are called by God to share our gifts and abilities - as guiding light and sustaining fruit -- with all of God’s creation.  Today we remember and celebrate this unity, this challenge to be people of faith, the body of Christ.

We commit ourselves to speak and to act with love and compassion, to respond to injustices, and to share the gospel as God has called us.  Today we celebrate this new covenant we have with you, [Name], as our Pastor, as well as the covenant we share with one another as God’s children.  May God empower us with wisdom, insight, and energy as we carry out our mission together in this community and beyond.
Litany of Installation for Associate Pastor:
Conference Minister:  By the grace of God we have been called to be God’s family.  God called Abraham and Sarah to be pioneers of faith, Moses and Aaron and Miriam to lead the community of Israel to freedom, and prophets who, in turn, called people to come home to God.  God called Mary and Joseph to parent Jesus, who then called disciples to work with him.  God called Paul and Barnabas, and Priscilla and Aquila, and others to minister to the first-century church of Jesus Christ.  God in a mysterious way calls each of us and all of us together to share God’s word and love to all who hunger and thirst.  God calls out leaders to serve the church, equipping its members with gifts, empowering their spirits to be a family of hope and peace.

Congregational chairperson:  We as a congregation have called [Name] to become our pastor.  After prayerful consideration he /she has accepted our call as a call from God.  As co-workers for Christ we are here to install him / her as pastor of this congregation in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Lead Pastor/Search Committee Representative:  [Two years] ago a pastoral search committee called me to serve as your Lead Pastor.  This past year another pastoral search was held.  We worked together to assess our needs, look over profiles and discuss the gifts of candidates.  Together we prayed for God to speak and lead.  As a symbol of your calling to become the father in our portrait of the church here at [church name] Mennonite Church, we give you this robe.  We pray that as you give your gifts to us, and as we all give our gifts to God in a spirit of family feasting, God’s purpose will be carried out in this congregation.

Youth Representative:  As a symbol of our wonderings when we are the younger son, we give you these shoes.  We are grateful you are willing to share questions with us about expressing our faith and finding out who we are in a confusing world.  We invite you to continue walking with us as our pastor.

Board of Deacons:  As a symbol of being the elder brother, we give you this shepherding staff.  As we continue to work as a ministering team with you, we look forward to mutual growth.  We offer our support, our ideas, our feedback, our openness and honesty.  As Deacons we offer our concerns, our feelings, our love and prayers.  God can use our combined resources to stimulate growth within our church.

Chairman of the Church Council:  As a symbol of the work in the background, the mother, the caregiver, the teacher, we give you this towel.  We will look to you as a resourcing person, (counselor, coach, friend), as we work together with the children, youth, younger and older adults of this congregation.  Sharing God’s love takes place not only up front, but behind the scenes as well.  God’s work is worshipful work.

Conference Minister (speaking to lead pastor): [Lead pastor name], the congregation has asked [Name] to join you in pastoral ministry.  As lead pastor, will you team with him / her, sharing and receiving each other’s ministry gifts, insights, and counsel?  Will you endeavor to compliment each other as you, together, share the pastoral ministry here at [church name] Mennonite Church?

Lead Pastor:  I am delighted to minister along with [Name].  I will seek to support and compliment [Name’s] ministry in order for God’s work to be enjoyed and lived, in the life of our congregation.  

Conference Minister (speaking to Spouse of Associate Pastor): [Name], life has taught you that the vocational calling of one person always has a bearing on their marriage partner.  Are you able to support [Name] in his calling to pastoral ministry?                (continued next page)
Spouse response:  I fully support [Name’s] call to pastoral ministry.  I will support, encourage, and affirm his / her ministry with and among this congregation.  I look forward to walking with [Name] and will also share my gifts of hospitality, creativity, and spiritual inspiration.  I will also continue to be a part of the lay ministries of this church.  

Conference Minister:  [Name], seeing that God has called you into ministry, that this church has called you to pastoral leadership, and that you are about to enter into a covenant relationship with its members, I ask you:  Do you promise that, as associate pastor of this congregation, you will faithfully try to carry out the duties of your ministry?  Will you seek to exercise wisely and in Christian love the authority that has been entrusted to you in this office?  Will you faithfully teach the word of God for the instruction and inspiration of those to whom you minister?  Will you lead the congregation in reaching out to invite others into the reign of God and to disciple them within the church?

Associate Pastor:  I promise to do so with God’s help.  I commit myself to minister with integrity.  I will attempt to be honest about my struggles and failures as well as with my convictions and visions.  I will pray for you, be available to you, and celebrate your unique spiritual journeys.  By God’s grace let us build up our congregation and invite the world to join us in being God’s holy family.

Conference Minister:  Sisters and brothers, you have heard the commitment made by [Name] in accepting the call to pastoral leadership in this church.  Do you receive him / her as your associate pastor and are you ready to give him / her your prayerful support?  Do you promise to be God’s family with him / her and accept him / her as one being called by God to lead you in the work of the church and of Christ in this place?  If so, I invite you to stand and join me in the printed affirmation.

Congregation:  As God’s Spirit calls and the church commissions, we accept your service to and through this congregation.  We pledge our support for your ministry as you, in turn support our ministries.  We join with you in seeking first the kingdom of God.  Consider your assignment as God at work in and through you, ministering to human need.  May you be given a deep love for those lives you will touch, and may Christ be known through you in word and deed.  Our prayers will continually support you.

Conference Minister:  Based on this covenant between the congregation and you, [Name], I solemnly install you as associate pastor of these people, part of God’s family, committing them to your spiritual oversight and care.  In the name of Jesus Christ, to the glory of God, through the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Litany for Covenant of Ordination:
Conference Minister:  Do you believe that you are called by God to pastor God’s people as a faithful disciple and minister of the gospel of Jesus Christ?

Person being ordained: Answer

Congregation:  We also believe that God has called [Name] to pastoral ministry.  We believe that through the Holy Spirit, God has given [Name] gifts to empower his/her ministry, as an individual and as a pastor, among us and in the wider Christian community.

Conference Minister:  Do you promise, as God’s grace supports you and the Holy Spirit guides you, to live in obedience to God’s Word, proclaiming it through word and action to others?

Person being ordained:  Answer

Congregation:  We too seek to be receptive and obedient to God’s Word so that together with [Name], we will grow as we seek full likeness of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Conference Minister:  Are you willing to support the Mennonite Church in faith and practice, accepting accountability with your fellow servants in the church?  Will you continue to strive to build up the church, the Body of Christ, to prepare God’s people for works of service?

Person being ordained:  Answer

Congregation:  We also affirm our desire to support the ministries of the Mennonite Church, witnessing to the world of the love and peace of our Lord and Savior.

Conference Minister:  Do you desire through this ordination to renew your commitment to Jesus Christ as Lord, as your trustworthy Redeemer, close friend and Lord of your life?

Person being ordained:  Answer

Conference Minister:  Are you willing to accept ordination as a minister of the gospel of Jesus Christ and to serve in the arenas of ministry to which you are called?

Person being ordained:  Answer

Conference Minister:  [Name], do you commit yourself to support and encourage the congregation in their individual and in their interconnected ministries as you seek to fulfill these ordination vows, through the grace God gives you?

Person being ordained:  Answer

Congregation:


We affirm your ordination into this ministry and pledge our involvement with you in ministries of teaching, preaching and serving.


As you exercise your gifts of equipping us for our ministry, we commit ourselves to discover and use our Spirit-given gifts that together Christ’s ministry in the world may be full.     
(continued next page)

As co-servants of Christ, we pledge to you our support so you can freely exercise the ministries of leadership committed to you.  We will generously share our prayers, our counsel and our lives to support you in building up Christ’s reign in all our relationships.

Person being ordained:  My gifts are offered with your gifts in a common faithfulness in serving Christ and making God’s love known in word and deed.

Conference Minister:  So may the Lord who has given you, this community of believers, and you, [Name], the will to do these things, give you the grace and power to perform them as you minister together in Christ’s name.

All:  Amen.
Congregational Response to an Ordination Service:

[Name], we affirm your ordination.  We pledge our commitment to a shared ministry of being the church, to one another, to our community, and to our world.  We believe that through the Holy Spirit, God has given you the gifts and empowerment for leadership in pastoral ministry.

The charge to you becomes a charge to us, for the work of the church is the work of us all.  Just as you exercise your gifts in equipping God’s people for their work of ministry, we will exercise our God-given gifts.

As brothers and sisters in Christ, we pledge to you our prayerful support, that you might freely exercise the ministries of leadership committed to you.  We will freely share our prayers, our material goods, our counsel, our encouragement, and our lives with you and with this congregation.  

Together, let us call people to reconciliation with God and with one another through Jesus Christ.  Let us respond to Jesus’ call to be a community of worship, of welcome, love - evidence of God’s presence among us.
Litany of Partnership for Arrival of Interim Pastor:
President:  May all who are members rise in body or spirit and enter into this covenant together with our interim minister:

Congregation:  We welcome you as our partner in ministry this interim year, at the threshold of our brief journey together.

Interim pastor:  echoes this line in response. (“I welcome you as a partner…”)
Congregation:  We will use our hands and hearts, our vision and voices, to heal and not to harm this beloved community through this time of transition.

Interim pastor:  echoes this line in response.  (“I will use my hands…”)
Congregation:  We will dare to disagree agreeably with you, to dream what we may become, and to freely venture the untried; for next year we shall part.

Interim pastor:  echoes this line in response.  (“I will dare…”)
Congregation:  We will share our portions of truth with you, and listen deeply and learn, that we may grow in wisdom and vision and understanding.

Interim pastor - echoes this line in response.  (“I will share…”)
President:  In this brief and precious time - 
All:  May we be a blessing to each other; and together, be a blessing to the world.
Litany for Pastor Returning from Sabbatical and Release of Interim Pastor:
Leader:  It is with joy that we welcome [Name] back from his / her [Length] sabbatical.

Congregation:  When you left, as we gave you our blessing and released you to go on your sabbatical, we lit this candle which you took with you.

Leader:  We hope that this flame provided you with light on your journey.  We hope it ignited your curiosity and kindled a flame of excitement as you explored new ideas and places.

Congregation:  Now we welcome you back into our family of faith and we hope that the light that guided you on your journey will help you guide us.  We hope that flames of curiosity and excitement about what you have learned will also ignite in us.

All:  So we welcome you back, [Name].  We missed you!

Leader:  It is with thankfulness and deep appreciation that we release [Name] from his / her role as interim pastor.

Congregation:  When you took on this role as our pastor, we welcomed you and commissioned you to guide us during the past [length of time].

Leader:  You connected with us in meaningful ways in your sermons and in the work of the congregation.

Congregation:  Your warm and caring presence was felt and appreciated in your visits to our homes and as you shared the events of our life together as a congregation.

All:  Now we release you, [Name].  Thank you!

(Written by Karen Ediger, North Newton, KS, 2009)

A Litany of Remembrance and Release (for the closing of a church)
In the pews:  Almighty God, here in this place, you gathered us, your church, and filled our hearts with your love through our songs and our praises.  You heard our confessions and forgave our sins.  You lifted our sorrows and made us glad in our celebrations.  We praise and thank you for our fellowship and your love, for our meetings and our dinners, for our ministry and our mission, and for all that you have been for us in our life together.

C:  WE PRAISE AND THANK YOU, O LORD, FOR ALL THESE THINGS.

At the communion table:  Almighty God, at this table, you have welcomed us to the banquet of our Lord and Savior and given us a foretaste of the feast to come.  You have united us with him and with one another in a feast of love through the sharing of his body and blood.  You have strengthened us for our mission and for our daily lives and sent us out to share Christ’s love with all the world.  We praise and thank you for the grace and favor you have shown us through the Lord’s Supper and for the hope of sharing this feast with all the saints at the heavenly banquet.

C:  WE PRAISE AND THANK YOU, O LORD, FOR ALL THESE THINGS.

At the pulpit:  Almighty God, from this pulpit, we have heard your powerful Word.  You have lived among us through the gospel and the Biblical stories of your people of faith.  Through the preaching of your Word you have called us.  Through your Word of teaching, you have taught us.  Through your Word of law and grace, you have guided us on our way.  And in your word made flesh, you gave us our Savior Jesus Christ.  We praise and thank you for your powerful Word that has been and will continue to be the light to our path and the guide for our lives.

C:  WE PRAISE AND THANK YOU, O LORD, FOR ALL THESE THINGS.

At this house of worship:  Almighty God, this building was built with hands of love and with sweat and toil, to provide us with a place, a sacred place, to honor and worship You.  We thank all those who made their sacrifices and gifts to make this a special meeting place for the past [#] years.  We thank you, O Lord, for giving the vision to those who have gone before.  Today, O Lord, we give this building to another congregation of your people, we give with the same spirit of love and accompanied the builders of this place.  We pray that You, O God, will honor and bless those who come after us in the way You have blessed us in the past.

C:  WE PRAISE AND THANK YOU, O LORD, FOR ALL THESE THINGS.

L:  To you be all honor and glory, Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

All:  Now and forever more.  Amen!  Amen!
A Litany of Thanksgiving (for the closing of a church)

L:  Great and numerous are the kindnesses that the Lord has extended to us; for each of those things we offer thanks and our humble gratitude, - 

C:  Anyone of these would have been sufficient to show God’s love for us.

L:  Had God done nothing than call us by name and make of us the people of God –

C:  For that alone we should be grateful!

L: Had God done nothing more than build this congregation and empower it for [#] years of ministry, - 

C:  For that alone we should be grateful!

L:  Had God done nothing more than give us pastors and teachers, parents and leaders who spoke God’s word with spirit and compassion, -

C:  For that alone we should be grateful!

L:  Had God done nothing more than give to us the very gifts we needed – gifts to care for the house of God, gifts to care for the people of God, - 

C:  For that alone we should be grateful!

L:  Had God done nothing more than give us each other to love, to serve, to comfort and sustain in the spirit of Christ, -

C:  For that alone we should be grateful.

L:  How great and numerous are the kindnesses that the Lord has shown us!  For all these gifts, we gladly say:

ALL:  Thanks be to God!

Litany of Release and Blessing:
Vision Council Chair:  As sisters and brothers in a covenanted faith community, today we give thanks for your [#]-year ministry among us, [Name].  We say farewell to you and your family, and we bless the journey ahead - for you and for this congregation.

Congregation:  All praise be to our God, our Creator, Redeemer, and Holy Spirit. There is one Body, one Spirit.  There is one hope in God’s call to us.

Pastor:  We have shared worship and work, happy and sad occasions, committee meetings and projects.  We had Wednesday night suppers together and enjoyed fellowship meals on Sunday noon.  We met in funeral homes, at the hospital and in homes.

Vision Council Chair:  This is a time of many feelings:  sadness, joy, anticipation, loss, satisfaction.  Farewells are difficult, but we have accomplished much during these years together, and we give God thanks for you and your ministry.

Pastor:  I leave as your pastor with cherished memories of our times together.  You have shaped my faith, ministered to my family and me, and helped me see and seek God’s presence in my life and in the community.  Thank you for your care, your creativity, your encouragement, and your hope.

Congregation:  God has blessed us richly through your ministry.  We now bless you as you begin a new chapter in your life journey.

Conference Minister:  As you, the people of [Church Name] Mennonite Church, bless [Name] as he / she leaves this congregation, do you now release him / her from his /her pastoral responsibilities and relationships?

Congregation:  With the help of God, we do.  We give thanks for [Name’s] faithfulness and acknowledge this transition in the life of our congregation.  We will pray for God’s continued guidance in [Name’s] life.

Conference Minister:  [Name], do you release the congregation from its loyalty to you as a pastor?  Do you release the members from turning to you and depending on you to provide the pastoral ministries they seek?

Pastor:  With the help of God, I do.  When we meet in the future, I will be your friend but not your pastor.  I will no longer perform pastoral duties among you.  I will keep the congregation and its ministries in my prayers.

Conference Minister:  May God bless and guide you, [Name], on the next steps of your journey.  May God bless and guide your family as you leave [City Name] and form relationships in a new community.  May God bless and guide this congregation as it continues kingdom work and seeks new leadership.  May God bless and guide each of us in the new relationship that we now will share.

Congregation:  To God’s gracious mercy we commit you.  The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you and give you peace both this day and forever.  Amen.
Litany of Release and Blessing:
Church Board Chair:  Today we give thanks for the pastoral ministry of [Name] and the strong supporting ministry of his / her spouse, [Name] for the past [number] years.  We honor [Name’s] ministry in the Word and in leadership.  We honor [spouse’s name] ministry in music and worship.

New Participants:  We represent those who have become a part of [Church Name] Mennonite Church during the years [Name] ministered among us.  Some of us were new to the church of Jesus Christ.  Some of us brought a faith heritage that was not Mennonite, and some of us transferred our Anabaptist beliefs to this setting.  We have all been welcomed and affirmed in this place.

Pastor:  It has been a great privilege to serve [Church Name] Mennonite Church as God’s co-worker.  By the grace God has given me, I trust I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and now someone else will continue the construction.  Each one should build with care.  For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.

Congregation:  God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his people.

Pastor:  As I leave, I exhort you to continue as a loving community of mission, which joyfully shares the good news of Jesus Christ and hospitably disciples new believers.  I pray that those touched by your ministry would be drawn to a fuller life in Christ and deeper relationships in community.  I pray that you will continue to grow in love for each other and in love for our Lord Jesus Christ.

Congregation:  The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  We will love the Lord our God with all our heart, with all our soul, and with all our strength.  We will love our neighbors as ourselves.  We will bear with one another in love, making every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.

Conference Minister:  God has provided for you through the ministry of Pastor [Name].  The time has come to bid farewell.  Do you as [Church Name] Mennonite Church release Clarence from his pastoral responsibilities and relationships?

Congregation:  With the help of God, we do.  We give thanks for faithful and fruitful ministry.  We have shared in joys and sorrows, mistakes and successes, in challenges and victories.  God has been good.

Conference Minister:  [Name], do you release the congregation from its loyalty to you as a pastor?  Do you release the members from turning to you and depending on you to provide the pastoral ministries they seek?

Pastor:  With the help of God, I do.  When we meet in the future, I will be a brother in Christ, but not your pastor.  I will pray that the ministries of your pastors, present and future, will flourish to equip you for works of ministry, so that the body of Christ may be built up until you attain to the whole measure of fullness of Christ.

Church Board Chair:  We bless you, [Name], and pray that God will give you and [Spouse name] fruitful ministry for the sake of the kingdom.  Please hear this special prayer of blessing on the future as you begin your next new work:  May the presence of God’s Spirit be above you to overshadow you, beneath you to uphold you, before you to guide you, behind you to encourage you, beside you to nurture you, within you to empower you.             
    (continued next page)
Congregation:  Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever.  Amen.

Litany of Release and Blessing for Pastor and Spouse:
Pastor Congregation Relationship Chair:  [Name], you have been our Pastor for [#] years.  During this time, you have ministered capably among us.  Now your ministry with us is ending.  

Elder Chair:  We bring to this moment many feelings:  excitement and sadness, joy and anticipation, loss and satisfaction, as you leave us and enter a new place of service.

Pastor Congregation Relationship Chair:  Today you and [spouse name] begin a new chapter in your lives.  And we as a congregation begin a new chapter as well.

Elder Chair:  During your time with us, we have laughed together, cried together, worshiped together, prayed together.

Elder Chair:  We have hoped together, dreamed together, worked together, shared food and fellowship, offered care together.

People:  We say goodbye, with gratitude and sadness mixed together in all sorts of strange ways.

Elder Chair:  In saying goodbye to [Name], we release him from his responsibilities as Pastor at [Church Name].  Will you join me in this release?

People:  With God’s help we release [Name] from his responsibilities as our Pastor.  

Pastor:  I thank you, the members and friends of [Church Name} Mennonite Church, for the love and support you have shown [Spouse Name] and me while I have ministered among you.  I am grateful for the ways you have accepted my leadership.  I treasure the opportunities for shared leadership with [Names].  I ask forgiveness for the mistakes I have made.  I now accept, and will honor, release from all ministry among you.

People:  We receive your thankfulness, offer our forgiveness, and ask your forgiveness, as well, for our mistakes.

Pastor:  I accept your forgiveness, and offer my forgiveness to you, with joy for the grace our Lord extends to us all.  

Pastor Congregation Relationship Chair:  [Name], we also release you from your team ministry relationships with [Names].  Do you accept this release?

Pastor:  I do.

Elder Chair (to assistant pastor):  [Name], as continuing Assistant Pastor, we release you from your partnership with [Name].  Do you accept this release?

Assistant Pastor:  I do.

Pastor:  As a symbol of my release from ministry at [Church Name] this day, I give you [Name], as Congregational Chair, a new pair of glasses.  I pray that [Church Name] will keep seeing and living out God’s vision, sensitive to where God’s Spirit wants to lead you as a congregation.

People:  With God’s help, we will keep on living out God’s vision for us.              (continued next page)
Pastor:  And to you [Name], as Elder Chair, I give this book of Celtic Daily Prayer.  I pray that the Elders will keep helping the congregation to bathe your life, ministry and care for one another in unceasing prayer.

People:  With God’s help, we will keep on praying, ministering and caring.

Pastor:  To you [Name], as Worship Chair, I give these copies of Words for Worship and Hymnal:  A Worship Book as symbols of the resources you and others use to plan worship.  I pray that [Church Name] will keep on worshiping God, combining old and new expressions in vital, authentic ways.

People:  With God’s help, we will keep on worshipping God in ways that are authentic for us and inviting to neighbors.

Pastor:  And to you [Name], as Pastor Congregation Relationship Chair, I give my keys to the church and to my office, recognizing that [Church Name] will no longer be the setting in which I minister.

Elder Chair:  As we release [Name] from the ministry at [Church Name], we also want to ask God’s blessing on his / her future ministry.

People:  We offer our support and encouragement to you, [Name] as your ministry unfolds in new settings.  We pray God’s blessing on you, and on us, as we enter a new relationship with each other, in which you are no longer our pastor.

Pastor Congregation Relationship Chair:  Now I ask you, [Name], do you release this congregation from its loyalty to you as Pastor?  Do you release its members from turning to you and depending on you to provide the pastoral ministries they seek?

Pastor:  I do, with the help of God.  I pray God’s blessing on each person here in his or her spiritual journey, and I pray God’s blessing on [Church Name] in its continued ministry.

Elder Chair:  Let us join in prayer.

All:  Eternal God, you have been our refuge and strength through the years of our life together.  Give us a strong sense of your presence as we now go our separate ways.  Enlarge our faith, that we may see your purpose unfolding in the happenings of this time.  Be our guide through all that is dark and doubtful.  Grant us peace in doing your will.  Bless and help us as we move into your future.  In the name of Jesus we pray.  Amen.

Pastor Congregation Relationship Chair: Go now, [Name], surrounded by our love and led by the promises of God, the presence of Jesus Christ, and the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
Litany of Release and Blessing for further service of pastor and family:
Church Chairperson:  Today we give thanks for the nearly 10 years of pastoral ministry by Pastor [Name] and the strong supporting ministry of [Spouse’s Name].  We honor Pastor [Name]’s ministry in the Word and in leadership.  We honor [Spouse’s Name]’s ministry in [their areas of strength].

Deacon Chairperson:    We bring to this moment many feelings:  excitement and sadness, joy and anticipation, loss and satisfaction, as you leave us and enter a new place of service.
Church Chairperson:  Today, you, [Spouse’s Name, children’s names] begin a new chapter in your lives.  And we as a congregation begin a new chapter as well.

Educational Chairperson:  During your time with us, we have laughed together, cried together, worshipped together, prayed together.  

Trustee Chairperson:  We have hoped together, dreamed together, worked together, shared food & fellowship, and offered care together.

Pastor:  I leave as your pastor with cherished memories of our time together.  We have shared worship and work, happy and sad occasions, committee meetings and projects.  We had Wednesday night suppers together and enjoyed countless agape meals on Sunday noon.  We met in funeral homes, at hospitals, at Camp Mennoscah and in homes.

You have shaped my faith, ministered to my family and me, and you have helped me see and seeks God’s presence in my life and in the community.  Thank you for your care, your creativity, your hospitality, your encouragement and your hope.

Congregation:  We say goodbye, with gratitude and sadness mixed together in all sorts of strange ways.

Conference Pastor:  God has provided for you through the ministry of Pastor [Name].  The time has come to bid farewell.  Do you as [Name] Mennonite Church release [Name] from his pastoral responsibilities and ministerial relationships?

Congregation:  With the help of God, we do.  We give thanks for [Name]’s faithfulness and acknowledge this transition in the life of our congregation.  

Conference Pastor:  [Name], do you release [Name of congregation] from its loyalty to you as pastor?  Do you release the members from turning to you and depending on you to provide pastoral ministries they seek?

Pastor:  With the help of God, I do.  When we meet in the future, I will be your friend, but not your pastor.  I will no longer perform pastoral duties among you.  I will keep [Church name] and it’s many ministries in my prayers.

Conference Pastor:  May the Peace of Jesus Christ be with both, you [Church name] and with you [Pastor] in this profound transition.  May you both be filled with the strength and wisdom to grow beyond all measure through the leading of the Holy Spirit.  

It is good for us to not only release from ministry, but also to commission for further ministry.  [Pastor’s Name, spouse’s name, children’s names] will remain as members of [Name of church].  You now serve as their home and sending congregation.  They covet your prayers and support as they serve [name of place of new service] under [Name of service agency].

Let us commission and send them with our blessing.  We will meet in the middle of the sanctuary, please gather around them for prayers of blessing.

[Pastor and family move to middle of the sanctuary, surround them once they arrive.]
Congregational member:  [Names of pastor and family], may God bless you and keep you.  May God give you the courage to live in a new land.  May God give you the patience to learn and speak [the new language].  May God give you wisdom to minister faithfully.  May God surround and fill you with his peace.

Congregation:  We offer our support and encouragement to you as your ministry unfolds in [place of service].  You are still (Name of church)’ers.  God in Peace!  AMEN.

Litany of Release and Blessing at Retirement:
Conference Minister:  As brothers and sisters in a covenanted faith community we give thanks today for the ministry of [Name] and celebrate his / her new vocation in retirement.

Congregation:  Praise be to God, who calls us to many forms of ministry within the body of Christ and equips the church with gifts through the work of the Holy Spirit.

Conference Minister:  [Name] has used his / her gifts in leadership, as [Role] at [Church Name] Mennonite Church for the past [#] years.

Pastor:  We have shared worship and work, happy and sad occasions, committee meetings and class room projects.  We had Wednesday night suppers together and enjoyed potluck meals on Sunday noon.  We met in funeral homes, at the hospital and in homes.  I retire as your [role] with cherished memories of our times together.

Congregation:  God has blessed us richly through your ministry.  We now bless you as you begin a new chapter in your life journey.  

Conference Minister:  As you, the people of [Church Name] Mennonite Church, bless [Name] in his / her retirement, do you now release him / her from his / her pastoral responsibilities and relationships?
Congregation:  With the help of God, we do.  We give thanks for [Name’s] faithfulness and acknowledge this transition in the life of our congregation.  We will pray for God’s continued guidance in [Name’s] life.

Conference Minister:  [Name], do you release the congregation from its loyalty to you as a pastor?  Do you release the members from turning to you and depending on you to provide the pastoral ministries they seek?

Pastor:  With the help of God, I do.  When we meet in the future, I will be your friend but not your pastor.  I will no longer perform pastoral duties among you.  I will keep the congregation, pastors and staff in my prayers.

Conference Minister:  May God bless and guide you, [Name], and this congregation, in the new relationship that you will now share.  (Prayer)

Litany for the Closure of a Ministry:
Pastor:  On [Date], we shared in a service of celebration of a new ministry.  It is now time to give thanks for the life we have shared in Christ.  It is also time for me to move on to the next chapter in my spiritual journey on which the Lord is leading me.  I have found our time together rewarding and memories of what we have shared will always remain precious and meaningful.

People:  The Lord is loving to everyone; 

God’s compassion is over all God’s works.  

All your works praise you, O Lord, 

And your faithful servants bless you.  (Psalm 145:9-10).

Pastor:  Let us thank God for what these past years have meant by praying together the General Thanksgiving:

Pastor and People:  Almighty God, Lord of all mercies,

We your unworthy servants give you humble thanks

For all your goodness and loving kindness

To us and to all people.

     We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all

The blessings of this life;

But above all for your incomparable love

In the redemption of the world

By our Lord Jesus Christ;

For the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

     And we pray,

Give us such an awareness of your mercies

That with truly thankful hearts

We may make known your praise

Not only with our lips, but in our lives,

By giving up ourselves to your service,

And by walking before you in holiness and 

Righteousness all our days;

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with 

You and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and

Glory throughout all ages.  Amen.

Pastor:  Dear friends, you have allowed me to share the responsibilities of the ordained ministry in your midst.  At the celebration of a new ministry, you presented me with symbols expressing my special role among you.  It is time for me to return to you what you have lent me.  I have tried to proclaim the Word of God faithfully among you.  Here is the Bible which expresses this.  (The Bible is presented to a lay leader.)
People:  Thanks be to God.

Pastor:  I have shared, through God’s grace, in bringing some through the water of new creation into birth into the Body of Christ by Holy Baptism.  Here is water which symbolizes God’s gift of belonging in Christ.  (A vessel of water is given to a lay leader.)
People:  There is one Body and one Spirit,

There is one Hope in God’s call to us.                          (continued next page)
Pastor:  Prayer, both individual and corporate, is the means by which our relationship with God grows, deepens, and strengthens.  Here is the (prayerbook or denominational directory for worship).  (Book is given to a lay leader.)
People:  Put your trust in God, “for I will yet give thanks to God, for the help of his countenance” (Psalm 42:5).

Pastor:  Bread and Wine are the means by which we share in the blessing of Creation and it is the means by which we offer ourselves to be transformed into the sacramental Body of Christ.  (Bread and wine are given to a lay leader.)
People:  Taste and see that the Lord is good:  happy are they who trust in God.

Pastor:  And now it is time for me to go forth having restored to you the signs of office, which you presented me.  I ask that in your love and commitment, you send me forth with a “going away” blessing.

People:  Unto God’s gracious mercy we commit you.

The Lord bless you and keep you;

The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious until you.

The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you and give you peace both this day and forever.  Amen.

Litany for the Closure of Ministry:
Conference Minister:  We are sisters and brothers in a covenanted faith community.  It is a significant occasion when someone leaves our fellowship.  Today is a day to say farewell.

Congregation:  All praise be to our God, our Creator, Redeemer, and Holy Spirit.  There is one Body, one Spirit.  There is one hope in God’s call to us.

Pastor:  On [Date], we shared together in a service of celebration of a new ministry.  It is now time to give thanks for the life we have shared in Christ.  It is also time for me to move on to the next chapter in my calling.

Congregation:  The Lord is loving to everyone;

God’s compassion is over all God’s works.

All your works praise you, O Lord.

All your faithful servants bless you.  (Psalms 145:9-10)

Conference Minister:  You have been part of the life of the [Church Name] faith community for [#] years.  This is a time of many feelings:  excitement, sadness, joy, anticipation, loss and satisfaction as you enter a new part of God’s kingdom work, and as we as a congregation turn another page in our journey with the Lord.
Congregation:  For some of us, Pastor [Name} was the only pastor we have ever had.  You baptized some of us.  Others transferred their membership into this congregation.  You taught, preached, and all of us worshipped with you.  You helped us grieve when death visited us.  You celebrated new births, anniversaries, and marriages.  You led us around the Lord’s Table.  You met with us in many meetings.  You and your family blessed us in many ways.  Now we, as a congregation, bless you as you leave us to continue following God’s plan for your life.  Remember us as friends and co-workers with God.
Conference Minister:  Parting always brings sadness but we celebrate with you the new opportunities that you will have.  Let us pray together.

All:  O God, you have bound us together for a time as a pastor and people to work for the advancement of your kingdom in this place.  We give you thanks for the ministry which we have shared in these past years.  We thank you for the many joys, celebrations, and laughter.  Especially we thank you for your never failing presence with us for the deeper knowledge of you and of each other which we have attained.  Be with [Name], as they leave our church we pray.  Be with us who stay.  Draw all of us closer to You and to each other in the communion of saints, the church, the Body of Christ.  All of this we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.  Amen.
Litany for Commissioning a Pastoral Search Committee
Invitation 
(Moderator/Chair of the governing board invites members of 


 the Search Committee to come forward; each one is introduced.)

The Word 
1 Corinthians 12:4-12

Response

       Chair:
There are different gifts.

       People:          
BUT IT IS THE SAME SPIRIT WHO GIVES THEM.
       Chair:      
Each one is given a gift by the Spirit.

       People:       
TO BE USED FOR THE COMMON GOOD.

Address to the Committee Members:

Sisters and Brothers, you have committed yourselves to a significant leadership task on behalf of the entire congregation. In recognition of the importance of your work, we pause to express our gratitude and to remind ourselves that you do not undertake this task alone; you will be guided by the power and presence of the Holy Spirit, the prayerful support of the members of this church, and the assistance of the Western District Conference of the Mennonite Church USA.

Covenant 

Committee Members: We, who are serving on the Search Committee for the [Church Name], promise to perform faithfully the vital task of searching for a new pastor. We pledge, with God’s guidance and your prayers, to be open to the leading of the Holy Spirit in all we do, say, and decide.  
      

We will endeavor:

to establish a harmonious working relationship within our committee; 

to maintain consistent attendance at our Search Committee meetings;

to be open and patient listeners to each other and to the congregation;

to listen carefully to your hopes and dreams as we consult with you, the members, in the development of a description of our church community and the style of pastoral leadership we seek;

to maintain strict confidentiality in all we read, say, and hear—protecting both the privacy of each other and of potential candidates;

to review all profiles with open minds and hearts, treating all candidates fairly and justly;

to seek decisions not made by majority rule, but by the coming together of minds, hearts, and souls in a consensus that will build a firm foundation for the effective future mission and ministry of this church.

(continued next page)
People:

WE PLEDGE, AS A GATHERED COMMUNITY OF FAITH, TO BE PATIENT WITH YOU AND TO RESPECT YOUR NEED TO BE CONFIDENTIAL IN YOUR TASK. WE RECOGNIZE THAT THE WORK OF OUR SEARCH COMMITTEE IS A DIFFICULT ASSIGNMENT AND WILL TAKE MUCH EFFORT. WE PRAY FOR YOU AND OFFER OUR SUPPORT AND WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT THROUGHOUT THIS TIME. 

THESE THINGS WE PROMISE IN THE HOPE AND BELIEF THAT YOU WILL BE OBEDIENT TO THE GUIDANCE OF THE SPIRIT AS YOU SEEK A NEW PASTOR TO MINISTER WITH US.

Closing Prayer:


(An appropriate closing prayer may be offered by the Interim Pastor or 

 the Moderator/Governing Body Chair.)

For additional resources:

The Western District Conference Resource Library has a collection of litanies for teacher dedications, Christian education kick-offs, miscellaneous dedications.  Ask the Librarian to see these resources.
WDC Conference Resource Library 

2517 N Main, North Newton KS  67117

316-283-6300
Email:  crlib@mennowdc.org
Search the Western District Conference Resource Library online-catalog:  
 http://www.mennowdc.org/Library.html under “litanies” or “worship resources”.
Brenneman, Diane Zaerr, Words for Worship 2, Herald Press, 2009.
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