Western District Conference Spring 2016 Reference Council  
Theme:  Held Together in Mission: Being Church in the Rural Context
Date:  April 23, 2016

Location:  First Mennonite Church, Beatrice, NE (co-hosted by Beatrice Mennonite Church)
Held Together in Mission is the theme for 2016 WDC Annual Assembly and for two reference councils this year, as opportunities to build relationships and common mission across WDC.  Reference Councils will focus on being church in the diversity of our rural and urban contexts.  How is God is working in those contexts, what unique experiences and challenges are present in each context, and what gifts do rural and urban churches have to share with each other, as we partner in God’s mission?
9 am - Coffee and check in (name tags)
9:15 am – Opening 
· Welcome to Reference Council / Intro to theme – Richard Gehring, Heidi Regier Kreider

· Welcome to Beatrice / Worship – Brett Klingenberg and Tim Amor, leaders
9:45 am - Table Talk 
· How do you define “rural?” (Richard Gehring, facilitator)
10:00 am - Stories from the Field - Part 1 (Wendy Schrag, facilitator)
· Terry Rediger 
· Louis Goossen
10:20 am – Break  
10:40 a.m. – Rural Ministry Book Project – Part 1 (Richard Gehring facilitator)

· Brad Roth, Laura Neufeld Goerzen, Brett Klingenberg  
11:25 am – Table Talk and large group conversation (Richard Gehring, facilitator)  

· Whether or not you are in a rural setting, how are your congregation and WDC impacted by current realities in the rural context? 
· Where do you see God at work in the rural context?

11:55 am – Lunch  
1:10 pm – Stories from the Field – Part 2  (Wendy Schrag facilitator)
· Harold Thieszen – Low German Mennonites from Mexico Task Force  
· Brandon and Kristi Unruh
1:30 pm  - Rural Ministry Book Project – Part 2 (Panel Discussion – Brad Roth, facilitateor) 
· Laura Neufeld Goerzen, Phil Schmidt, Peter Goerzen, Katherine Goerzen, Brett Klingenberg, Brad Roth 
2:15 pm – Table Talk (Anita Kehr, facilitator)
· For those from rural churches: What is your vision for the rural church in the future?  

· For others: What are the gifts that rural congregations offer to your congregation, to WDC, and to the wider church? 

Large group conversation (Anita Kehr, facilitator)
· What can rural and urban congregations in WDC learn from each other, as partners in God’s mission?

2:45 pm - Closing 
· Announcements – Richard Gehring

· Worship – Tim Amor and Brett Klingenberg
3:00 pm - Blessing and dismissal

Coming up:
July 29-30, 2016 – WDC Annual Assembly at Bethel College, North Newton, KS on the theme Held Together in Mission:  Worship, music, stories of church-planting and sister-church partnerships, and making connections with others across WDC.

Oct 22, 2016 – WDC Fall Reference Council in Dallas, TX on the theme Held Together in Mission: Being Church in the Urban Context.  

