Western District Conference Ballot, August 2017
           (* = 1st term; **= 2nd term)



YES
NO
Executive Board (3 year term)
(1) (2020)
**Wayne Albrecht (Peace, Dallas, TX)________________

_____
_____

(2) (2020)
*Vicki Penner (Peace, Lawrence, KS)________________

_____
_____



______________________________________________

_____
_____



______________________________________________

_____
_____

Other members:  Anita Kehr (First, Newton, KS), Ray Reimer (Zion, Elbing, KS), Allen Jantz (Faith, Newton, KS), Norma Duerksen (Trinity, Hillsboro, KS), Kristen Swartley (Joy, Oklahoma City, OK), Cynthia Loganbill (Hope, Wichita, KS), Jim Stucky (Faith, Newton, KS)
Gifts Discernment Committee (3 year term)
(1) (2020)
*Stanley Bartel (Manhattan , KS)____________________

_____
_____


(2) (2020)
*Nominee yet to be named_________________________

_____
_____



______________________________________________

_____
_____



______________________________________________

_____ _____

Other members:  Ryan Koch (Peace, Dallas, TX), Jane McNair (Houston, TX); Roberta Harms (Grace Hill, Whitewater, KS); Susan Jantzen (First, Hillsboro, KS)
Ministerial Leadership Commission (3 year term)

(1) (2020)
*Rachel Epp Miller (San Antonio, TX)________________

_____
_____

(2) (2020)
**Terry Rediger (Turpin, OK)________________________

_____
_____



______________________________________________

_____
_____



______________________________________________

_____
_____

Other members:  Brad Roth (West Zion, Moundridge, KS), Peter Goerzen (Tabor, Newton, KS), Dave Stevens (Hope, Wichita, KS); Gail Graber (Eden, Moundridge, KS)
Resource Commission (3 year term)

(1) (2020)
*Suhelen Cazares (Iglesia Menonita Casa Betania, Newton, KS)
_____
_____

(2) (2020)
*Christina Litwiller (Salina, KS)

__________

_____
_____



_______________________________________________

_____  _____


_______________________________________________

_____
_____

Other members:  Katherine Goerzen (Tabor, Newton, KS), Ann Hiebert (Alexanderwohl, Goessel, KS); Vicki Hinz Ensz (First, Beatrice, NE); Gordon Houser (New Creation, Newton, KS)
Stewardship Commission (3 year term)

(1) (2020)
**Dwight M. Flaming, (Alexanderwohl, Goessel, KS)______
_____
_____
(2) (2020)
*Matt Lehman Wiens, (Lorraine Ave, Wichita, KS)________
_____
_____



_______________________________________________

_____  _____ 


_______________________________________________

_____  _____
Other members:  Leanna Ediger (Turpin OK), Stephen Hochstetler (Austin, TX); Darlene Powers (Faith, Newton, KS); Emily Voran (Houston, TX)
Church Planting Commission (3 year term)
(1) (2020)
*Karen Mascho (Joy, Oklahoma City, OK)________________
_____
_____

(2) (2020) 
*Tonya Ramer Wenger (First, Hutchinson, KS)____________
_____
_____


_________________________________________________
_____
_____



_______________________________________________
__
_____  _____
Other members:  Veronica Robles (Luz del Evangelio, Dallas, TX), Lee Suderman (Bethel College, North Newton, KS); Violeta Ajquejay (Tabor, Newton, KS); Marv Zehr (Shalom, Newton, KS) 
NOMINEE’S INFORMATION
EXECUTIVE BOARD
Wayne Albrecht, Retired. Work experience:  Camp Menno Haven & Retreat Center (Tiskilwa, IL); Africa Inter-Mennonite Mission (Ndjoko Punda, Democratic Republic of the Congo); Pastoral Counseling Center (Dallas, TX); Samaritan Institute, (Denver, CO).
Vicki Penner, Hospice Social Worker and Contract Hospital Chaplain.  I am interested in helping WDC find the sweet spot that includes traditional Anabaptist Christianity and contemporary expressions of Christ’s love, nonviolence and inclusion.  My connections to WDC are deep.  They include growing up at First Mennonite Church in Beatrice, NE, attending Bethel College, serving as an Associate and Youth Pastor at Faith Mennonite Church, Newton, KS, and as a pastor at Peace Mennonite Church, Lawrence, KS.  My education has broadened my views of what a life in God as exampled in Christ looks like.  I have an MDiv from Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, Pittsburgh, PA, completed a CPE Residency from St. Luke’s Hospital, Kansas City, and graduated with an MSW from University of Kansas.  I endeavor to live out my values at Delaware Street Commons, the first co-housing community in Kansas, which my husband, Rich Minder, and I helped to found.

GIFTS DISCERNMENT

Stanley Bartel, Retired Agriculture Science Education Instructor (29 years).  Experience:  Secondary education instructor.  Volunteer weekly at MCC Central States Warehouse in North Newton, KS.  Served in the PAX program in Northern Greece as alternative service to the military.  Part of the group that started the Mennonite Church in Manhattan, KS. 
2nd nominee yet to be named.

MINISTERIAL LEADERSHIP COMMISSION

Rachel Epp Miller, Stay at home parent.  I served as pastor at San Antonio Mennonite Church for 10 years before choosing to stay at home with my now four-year-old son.  My experience as a pastor taught me the importance of seeking out communities of support and accountability.  I look forward to working together with other pastors throughout our conference, offering this kind of accompaniment.  I am excited to learn to know pastors arriving in WDC to serve, perhaps for the first time, among us.  Living and serving in Texas, I understand some of the unique gifts and challenges that are part of this area of WDC.
Terry Rediger, Pastor at Turpin Mennonite Church, OK.  I have been a pastor for 35 years in five churches in five different Mennonite conferences.  I have served on the Ministerial Leadership Commission in WDC for 4 ½ years.  I had previously served on the Leadership Commission in Pacific Northwest Mennonite Conference.  I care about pastors and congregations and am a supporter of pastors and congregations having a strong connection to the conference and to the denomination.  I believe the discernment of the broader church is to be respected and valued by pastors and congregations and conferences.

RESOURCE COMMISSION

Suhelen Cazares, Pastor’s wife, Anabaptist Bible Institute Tutor/Coordinator, Sunday School & Wednesday children’s teacher, Administrative Assistant at Mennonite Education Agency.  As a pastor’s wife, I have seen how the church works in Latino context in the U.S.  We started a Bible Institute at church to formally teach the Bible, and prepare leaders who can serve in God’s Kingdom.  We need to be prepared to serve the Lord, the more education we have, the best quality of service we can do for our God.
Christina Litwiller, Pastor at Salina Mennonite Church, KS.  I have been a pastor for eight years.  Before attending seminary, I worked for eighteen years at Provident Bookstore, a Mennonite Church-owned store.  My first job was as a high school teacher.  Each of these work experiences has reinforced my belief in the importance of high-quality resources and relevant training for faith formation, discipleship, witness, and other areas to further the mission of the church.

STEWARDSHIP COMMISSION
Dwight M. Flaming, Farmer.  I hope to be able to use my experience as church treasurer to continue to seek ways for the Stewardship Commission to encourage faithful, generous, and joyous giving by churches and individuals throughout the conference.  It is important for the Stewardship Commission to increase awareness for churches and individuals of the various ministries that are available and what can be accomplished with their financial support.  I wish to continue my involvement with the Stewardship Commission.
Matt Lehman Wiens, Director of Fund Development for Mennonite Mission Network.  I’ve worked in fundraising for four years; all of that time was spent with MMN, the mission agency of Mennonite Church USA.  I also have an undergraduate degree in Bible from Goshen College, and expect to complete my MBA by May 2018.  My professional life has been a healthy combination of working for the church while weighing business considerations.
CHURCH PLANTING COMMISSION

Karen Mascho, Semi-retired Uber Driver, seminary student and odd job doer.  The experience of joining God in the planting of Grace Mennonite Fellowship in Gladewater, TX has given me the knowledge of the joys and struggles faced by church planters.  I hope to share ideas, resources, and the joy of service with the Commission so it can provide guidance, support and encouragement to Western District Conference’s present and future church planters.
Tonya Ramer Wenger, Pastor at First Mennonite Church, Hutchinson, KS.  My experience includes almost 18 years of pastoral experience serving 2 very different congregations.  Served on the Mennonite Mission Network Board of Directors for 12 years (2001-13), gaining insight about and education in missional church thought and action.  Hoping to bring a perspective that engages the linkage between the ongoing missional development of established congregations and the planting of new churches.
