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The Jesus Creed
by Scot McKnight

Lesson 6 – Yes, Disciples Fail
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Focus Questions:

1. How would you define the word failure?
2. Can you think of a time when you failed at something? For example: an exam in school; music or sports competition; a project at home; a personal relationship? How did you feel? What did you learn from the experience? 
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3.  Failure is a normal part of life. There are different types of failure. Read through the following list. Then complete a.), b.), and c.) below.
· Failure to measure up to the expectations of others.

· Failure to meet a desired objective.

· Failure of nerve.

· Failure to learn from our mistakes.

· Failure to adapt.
a.) What kind of failure do you think is the most common in human experience?         Circle it. 

b.) What kind of failure is the most challenging to overcome? Underline it.
c.) What kind of failure is least acceptable to you? Mark through it.  

DVD Presentation Outline:  The Story of Peter
1. Fisherman. MVP of the apostolic band. Model disciple. How else would you describe Peter?  List a few character traits and leadership qualities: 

2.  Scot McKnight mentions several examples of Peter’s failures as a disciple. Can you list them?

a.) 














b.) 














c.) 














d.) 













3.  According to Scott McKnight, what is Jesus’ typical response to the disciples’ failure? 
(HINT: There are two steps in the process.)
How Do We Measure Up as Disciples?

· Read Matthew 14:27-27-33. How does Peter assert his status as the first of the apostles? What causes him to fail? What lessons are represented in this passage for Peter and for us?

· Reflect together on some of the high standards that Jesus sets for disciples. 

Matthew 5:48. 










Matthew 6:14-15. 








Luke 14:33. 









Luke 16:13. 









Luke 17:4. 









How do you respond when you read high standards such as these? Why are they important to take seriously?
Take the Jesus Creed with you:

· Continue reciting the Jesus Creed every day during Lent. Have you added the Lord’s Prayer to your daily spiritual discipline, as suggested in last week’s session? If so, have you found it meaningful?
· Read and reflect on John 21:7-14 and 15-19. What are the attributes of Peter in the first passage? How does Jesus minister to Peter in the second passage? Why is this a painful moment for Peter? Why is Jesus’ tough-love approach necessary for Peter? Why is a clear conscience critical for disciples such as Peter? Why is it critical for us?  
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  � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Train_wreck" \o "Train wreck" �Train wreck� at � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gare_Montparnasse" \o "Gare Montparnasse" �Montparnasse�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France" \o "France" �France� (1895) 








Prepared by Mike Bogard & Gordon Smith – 2012.  Permission granted for church use.

