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The Jesus Creed
by Scot McKnight

Lesson 4 – How Is God Calling You to Compassion?
Focus Questions:

1. What is compassion? Think of a word or phrase that best describes it for you. 

2. What can we learn from Jesus about compassion? Can you think of a story in the Bible that illustrates how he showed compassion to others? 
3. On a scale of 1 to 10, how important do you think compassion was to Jesus’ ministry, compared to things like teaching, preaching, and hanging out with his disciples? To help you decide, think about how much time the biblical story spends showing the compassionate side of Jesus and put an ‘X’ on the scale below.   
COMPASSION SCALE

Not very important                  Somewhat Important                      Very important

1 ------ 2 ------ 3 ------ 4 ------ 5 ------ 6 ------ 7 ------ 8 ------ 9 ------ 10
Presentation Outline:  The Story of Jesus and His Love
· At your table, summarize the example Scot McKnight gave in the DVD about the violin player who was formerly homeless. What did McKnight learn about compassion from this experience? 

· Invite someone to read Luke 7:11-15 aloud. Then reflect together on the following:

· List the various elements of compassion that Jesus displayed toward the widow of Nain.
· How is Jesus’ heartfelt compassion translated into action?

· How do you see yourself fitting into this story?

· The Five L’s of Love. Can you name them?
1.  L _ _ _
4.  _ _ _ _ _ _
2.  L _ _ _ _ _
5. _ _ _
3.  L _ _ _ _
When you think of showing compassion to others, which “L” do you find easiest to do? Which one is most difficult?
The Two Sides of Compassion: Giving and Receiving
· When have you been a recipient of compassion? Or, when have you seen someone show compassion to another person? Write down one or two instances below.
What have you learned from those experiences? How have they helped shape your view of life?
· Invite someone to read Luke 7:36-50 aloud. How did the woman care for Jesus? How did Simon the Pharisee respond? How does Jesus show her compassion? How does his compassion go against the norms of Jewish culture represented by Simon? 

· Who are the people that need our compassion today? In such instances, what would a compassionate response look like? 
· How might our awareness of the needs around us help to inform our sense of local outreach as a congregation? What compassionate ministries are we currently doing as a church? What new initiatives might we suggest? Share your thoughts and ideas with one another.
Take the Jesus Creed with you:

· Continue reciting the Jesus Creed every day during Lent. Seek to be attentive to the ways God may be speaking to you through this spiritual discipline. 
· Read and reflect on two other stories in the Gospel of Luke where Jesus showed compassion. 

Luke 8:43-48.  The woman who suffered with hemorrhages.

Luke 8:40-42, 49-56.  Jairus’s dying daughter.  
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