
Comments from the Conference Minister  
By Heidi Regier Kreider 

 

Table conversation at the WDC 
delegate session on July 30 focused 
on two questions: Where do you see 
God at work in your own congregation & 
community? Where do you see God at work 
in WDC and how is your congregation 
connected to that? Responses recorded 
at the tables are inspiring!  Here are 
some samples.  Perhaps you will 
recognize your own congregation 
and also imagine new possibilities. 
 

In response to the first question, 
participants observe God at work in their own congregations through creative 
music, young adults leading worship, a scripture quilt, prayer ministry, care for 
the ill and disabled, participation in Sister Care, wise discernment in a pastoral 
search process, and church building projects that enhance hospitality and 
mission.  God is at work as congregation members learn about poverty, respond 
to crime and homelessness, and reach out through Circles of Hope, Mennonite 
Disaster Service, Mennonite Central Committee, Mennonite Mission Network, 
EtCetera thrift shops, Sister Care, service Sundays, and community festivals.  
God is present in home repair and house-building partnerships, refugee 
resettlement, hosting immigrants, interfaith activities, and Spanish language 
study.  God is at work through congregations’ support for military veterans and 
conscientious objectors, advocacy for inter-racial justice and systemic change, 
prison ministry, reducing gun-violence, and accompanying those impacted by mental illness and sexual violence.  
Other common themes are food (BBQs and community meals, food banks, community gardens, cooking 
classes) and the nurture of children and youth (camp scholarships, summer school, meals and swimming pool 
passes, community Bible school, building playgrounds, school supplies). 

Responses to the second question highlighted ways that God is at work through WDC.  Frequently mentioned 
were the transforming experiences of sister-church partnerships and cross-cultural connections.  Participants 
also observe God at work through the building of relationships across other differences, sharing stories and 
having important discussions around difficult issues such as same-sex marriage.  Gratitude was offered for the 
WDC Resource Library, Camp Mennoscah, consultation and support during pastoral transition and 
congregational discernment, resources for faith formation and prevention of sexual abuse.  God is at work 
through pastor peer groups, exploring the gifts of urban and rural congregations, church planting opportunities, 
and learning experiences such as the Come and See tour to Israel/Palestine. 

As I reflect on all these signs of God’s activity in our congregations, communities and conference, I echo what 
Marty Troyer says in his recently published book, The Gospel Next Door:  “It is my deepest prayer that in seeing 
God more clearly, you’ll become a partner in God’s amazing peace project right where you already are.  Because 
that’s what our communities need: disciples filled with hope and formed by the gospel of Jesus Christ.” (p. 18)  

(Story-telling and 
table conversation about 
urban opportunities and 
challenges.  How can urban 
and rural congregations in 
WDC learn from each other 
as partners in God's mission? 
Everyone’s invited! 

Contact WDC about car-
pooling from Kansas!)  

 

Kathy Neufeld Dunn, Associate Conference Ministers.  
An offering was received for pastor financial assistance 
matching grants in collaboration with Everence.  Friday 
worship concluded with a service of communion. 

 
During worship services on 
both Friday and Saturday, a 
variety of people shared 
“stories of God at work.”  
Sandra Montes Martinez, 
interim pastor at Iglesia 
Menonita Monte Horeb 

(Dallas, TX) told about how her congregation is 
partnering with their sister church, Southern Hills 
Mennonite Church (Topeka, KS) to sponsor Iglesia 
Cristiana Menonita Camino Nuevo, a church plant 
started last year in 
Dallas.   Other 
D a l l a s 
c o n g r e g a t i o n s , 
Iglesia Luz del 
Evangelio and Iglesia 
M e n o n i t a 
C o m u n i d a d  d e 
Esperanza, are also 
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e 

H 
eld Together in Mission was the theme 
of WDC’s 2016 Annual Assembly, 
July 29-30 at Bethel College in North 
Newton, KS.  Delegates and 

members from around WDC celebrated God’s 
work in the diverse contexts of WDC, learned 
more about how God is calling us to be followers 
of Jesus in mission, and built relationships with 
others from across the conference  

 
In Friday evening worship 
Marty Troyer, pastor of 
Houston Mennonite Church 
and author of the new book 
Th e  G osp e l  Nex t  D oo r , 
preached on the topic In 
Houston as It Is in Heaven, 
inspiring us to live into God’s 
reign of peace, which is 

already present in each community and 
congregation of WDC.  Tom and Lois Harder led 
worship music, and Brenda Glanzer Lilliston 
dramatically told the theme scripture, Matthew 
28:16-20.  Recognition and installation took place 
for new WDC staff members Jennie Wintermote, 
Resource Library Director, and Byron Pellecer and 
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church plant.  Pastors from two other 
congregations described how they have put 
WDC “Loaves and Fishes” grants to work in 
community outreach.  Rosie Jantz told how 
Tabor Mennonite Church sponsored 
community families to come to their church 
retreat, and provides Wednesday night meals 
and activities for children from the community.  
Ruth Harder shared about Rainbow Mennonite 
Church’s initiative to support local community 
residents who were forced to relocate when 
their housing complex was closed due to unsafe 
living conditions.  Delegates were also invited to 
share in conversation around their tables how 
they see God at work in their own 
congregations and communities, and in our 
conference. 

 
In the “work of the 
church” session, 
delegates approved 
the WDC budget for 
2017, elected new 
Executive Board, 
Gifts Discernment 
Committee, and 
c o m m i s s i o n 
m e m b e r s ,  a n d 
a f f i r m e d  a 
recommendation to 

amend WDC bylaws to 
update wording regarding WDC’s institutional 
relationships. Two congregations were released 
from membership in WDC:  Whitestone 
Mennonite Church (Hesston, KS) ended 
associate membership with WDC and continues 
full membership in South Central Conference.  
Inman Mennonite Church transferred 
membership from WDC to SCC.   In her report, 
Conference Minister Heidi Regier Kreider used 
the image of “sprouts” to see how God brings 
growth and fruitfulness in the church.  She was 
joined by other staff and commission 
chairpersons to give updates on the work of 
WDC.  Terry Shue, Director of Leadership 

Deve lo p men t 
for Mennonite 
Church USA, 
b r o u g h t 
greetings, and 
V a l e r i e 
Klaassen shared 
pictures and a 

report from Camp Mennoscah.  To read full minutes of the 
delegate business session, see the WDC website at 
mennowdc.org/annual-assembly/#2016annualAssembly. 
 

Saturday afternoon 
offered workshops on a 
variety of themes: 
Learning to stay 
grounded with a sense 
of “place,” seeing the 
gospel next door, 
creative contemplative 
prayer, a report from a 
Come and See learning 

tour to Israel/Palestine, justice for undocumented people, 
making church communities safe for children and youth, 
comparing Mennonite 
and Jewish history,  
stewardship of our 
stories, and rural life 
and mission.  The 
workshop time also 
i n c l u d e d  t h e 
opportunity to visit 
the WDC Resource 
Library, Kauffman 
Museum, or take a 
walk on the Sand 
Creek Trail. 
 

The Ministerial Leadership Commission also sponsored two 
events for pastors in conjunction with Assembly: A 
resourcing event Friday afternoon on the theme Holy and 
Whole: Faithful Response to Sexual Abuse in the Congregation, led 
by guest presenter Melissa Hofstetter; and a pastor/family 
appreciation dinner Friday evening. 

 

A s s e m b l y 
c o n c l u d e d 
Saturday evening 
with a music 
festival featuring a 
variety of jazz, 
bluegrass, folk, 

and classical music 
groups at several indoor venues as well as an outdoor stage 
on the Bethel College Green.  Assembly attenders and folks 
from the wider community enjoyed the festive and relaxed 
atmosphere, and the delicious treats being sold by the 
Hoffnungsau, Inman and Buhler Mennonite youth group!  
 
Thanks to all who participated in Assembly 2016.  See you 
next year, August 4-6, in Dallas.          
                                                   (Photos by:  Janet McGillivary) 

 

Outgoing Moderator, Richard 
Gehring, leads the delegate 
session 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating God’s First Mennonite Church Family 
Information provided by First Mennonite Church members 

 

In September 2015, First Mennonite Church in Newton, Kansas, developed “Meet 
the Congregation”, using  church display cases, as a way for people to share their life 
stories and to build relationships with a deeper knowledge of one another. 
 

Persons supply photographs of their family and their interests, including memorabil-
ia, and write a brief account of their lives.  Every three weeks, different households 
are featured.    A cross-section of church attendees is used, including old, young and 
newer households.  When applicable, multiple generations of a family share their 
stories at the same time, which helps to make family connections.   
 

The first to share were the 
pastors and church employ-
ees.  Since then, over 80 

households have related their life stories.  It is stressed 
that persons share what has been important to them.  
Each presentation has been interesting and unique.   
 

Most are willing to participate and find that they enjoy 
the time spent looking back and remembering events in 
their lives.  It has been an interesting and well-received 
experience for the church. 

It was 
time for a 
50th anni-
v e r s a r y 
c e l e b r a -
tion.  For-
mer youth 
pastor Co-
rey Miller 
came back 
and shared 
an inspira-
t i o n a l 
m e s sa g e .  
A total of 

eight former and current pastors, members and 
friends of Trinity were on hand to celebrate.  Food 
was eaten, tours taken, an anniversary booklet writ-
ten, mugs created, stories shared, reacquaintances 
made, and something new was added to the church 
campus.  May 29 was a very special day at Trinity 
Mennonite Church in Hillsboro, KS.   
 
“Trinity Mennonite, wonderfully rural, incredibly 
faithful, beautifully loving… you are faithful sowers 

Life After 50? 
By Carol Duerksen 

of God’s good Word to an aching world,” Miller said 
in his sermon.  “You continue to listen to and under-
stand God’s Word for the salvation of the world.  You 
embody the faithful farmer that perseveres, waits pa-
tiently for rains, and trusts in God’s provision.  You 
are the Body of Christ and in this place and at this 
time, you ARE fulfilling Christ’s commission to make 
disciples. Together with the Apostle Paul, ‘I am confi-
dent that the one who began a good work among you will bring 
it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.’” 
 
The day after the 50th anniversary celebration, a whole 
different group of people came to Trinity—22 chil-
dren.  They ate food.  They interacted with each other 
and Trinity folks.  They got free passes to the nearby 
swimming pool.  They played on the new thing on 
campus. 
 
Because you see, the congregation of 50 people, most 
who are well over 50 years old, and none of which 
have any small children, built a new playground.  They 
built it for the community children and the children 
they host every weekday in the summer for a free hot 
lunch.  They built it in hope and faith.  They built it 
because they know there is life after 50. 

(L-R): Walter Neufeld, Corey Miller, Dotty Janzen, Arlin 
Yoder, Grace Brunner, Todd Lehman, Jeffrey Winter-
mote, Norma Duerksen (Photo by Phoebe Janzen) 

 

 

 


