WESTERN DISTRICT CONFERENCE TIMELINE
Prepared for Annual Assembly 2017 (WDC 125th anniversary year) by Norma Duerksen

1874
-Eight streams of Mennonites begin to flow into central Kansas and Nebraska.
-Hoffnungsau, Inman, KS joined.
-Grace Hill, Whitewater, KS joined.

1875
-Congregations separating from Old Mennonites, Krimmer Mennonite Brethren, and Mennonite Brethren.
-First, Halstead, KS began.
-Bethel, Inman, KS began.
-Bergthal, Pawnee Rock, KS joined.

1876
-Mennonite teachers meet.

1877
-Mennonite teachers meet near Goessel, KS to discuss education, publications = Kansas Conference of Mennonites.
-Alexanderwohl, Goessel, KS joined.
-Emmaus, Whitewater, KS joined.
-First, Beatrice, NE began.
-Brudertal, Hillsboro, KS joined.
-Canton, Moundridge, KS joined.
-Hoffnungsfeld, Moundridge, KS joined.
-Gnadenberg, Whitewater, KS joined.

1878
-Second meeting of Kansas Conference – focus on starting a preparatory school.
-First Church of Christian, Moundridge, KS.
-First, Newton, KS, began.

1879
-Hebron, Buhler, KS began.
-Johannesthal, Hillsboro, KS joined.

1880
-Kansas Conference establishes Committee for Itinerant Preaching.

1881

1882
-Preparatory School opened in Emmental village of Alexanderwohl.
-Hopefield, Moundridge, KS began.

1883
-Preparatory School becomes Halstead Mennonite Seminary.
-Zion, Elbing, KS began.

1884
-First, Hillsboro, KS began.
-First, Pretty Prairie, KS began.

1885
-Hanston, Hanston, KS began.

1886
-First, Ransom, KS began.

1887
-Bethel College is incorporated.

1888
-West Zion, Moundridge, KS began.

1889

1890
-Christian Endeavor program supported by WDC.
-Swiss, Whitewater, KS joined.

1891

1892
-WDC holds its first meeting – membership stretches from Nebraska and Oklahoma.
-Garden Township, Hesston, KS joined.

1893
-Bethel College opens and replaces the Halstead Seminary.
-Committee for Poor Relief formed and begins support individuals and groups who left for OK, CO, TX.
-Mennoville, El Reno, OK joined.

1894
-Bergthal, Corn, OK joined.

1895
-Eden, Moundridge, KS joined.
-New Hopedale, Meno, OK began.

1896
-Koinonia, Clinton, OK began.
-Sichar, Cordell, OK joined.

1897
Bethel College, North Newton, KS joined.
First, Geary, OK joined.
Medford, Medford, OK began.

1898
-Saron, Orienta, OK began.
-Einsidel, Hanston, KS joined.
-Friedensau, Perry, OK joined.

1899
-Central Heights, Durham, KS joined.
-Deer Creek, Deer Creek, OK began.
-Herold, Cordell, OK began.
-Oklahoma Convention formed to support work of WDC in Oklahoma.

1900
-Mennonite Church, Lehigh, KS began.
-Friedenstal, North Lehigh, KS began.

1901
-Lehigh, Lehigh, KS joined.

1902
-Zion, Lucien, OK joined.

1903
-Friedensthal, Gotebo, OK joined.

1904
-Salem, Cordell, OK joined.
-Ebenezer, Gotebo, OK joined.
-First (Caddo), Kidder, OK joined.
-New Hoffnungstal, Meno, OK joined.

1905
-Bethanian, Coy, OK joined.

1906
-Arlington, Arlington, KS joined.
-Bethel, Hammon, OK joined.
-Bethel, Hydro, OK began.
-Burrton, Burrton, KS began.

1907
-Turpin, Turpin, OK began.
-Bethlehem, Hooker, OK joined.
-Friedensfeld, Turpin, OK joined.

1908
-Tabor, Newton, KS began.
-Kidron, Taloga, OK joined.
-Bethany, Kingman, KS joined.
-Ebenflur, Syracuse, KS joined.
-Springfield, Eakly, OK joined.

1909
-New Friedensberg, Vona, CO began.

1910
-West New Hopedale, Ringwood, OK began.
-First, Kidder, OK closed.

1911
-Zoar, Goltry, OK joined.

1912
-Mennonite Hospitals in Newton, KS, Goessel, KS, and Beatrice, NE become auxiliary organizations of WDC.
-Zion, Lucien, OK closed.

1913

1914
-Greenfield, Carnegie, OK began.
-“Reiserprediger” (Itinerant Preachers) had regular routes.
-Ebenflur, Syracuse, KS closed.
-Salem, Weatherford, OK joined.

1915
-Eden, Inola, OK joined.

1916
-Greensburg, Greensburg, KS joined.
-Schoental, Kismet, KS joined.
-Bethanian, Coy, OK closed.

1917
-WDC forms Exemption Committee or Freedom from Military Service Committee to present to federal officials their position on non-resistance and the draft.
-Nebo, Meade, KS joined.
-Bethlehem, Hooker, OK closed.

1918

1919
-Salem, Cordell, OK closed.
-Springfield, Eakly, OK closed.
-Salem, Weatherford, OK closed.

1920
-Buhler, Buhler, KS joined.

1921
-Inman, Inman, KS began.
-Friedensthal, Gotebo, OK closed.
-First women (Gertrude Ummel) attends WDC from Ransom, KS.
-Ebenfeld, Montezuma, KS.
-Palm Lake, Lake Charles, LA.

1922
-First, Hutchinson, KS began.
-Bethel, Waka, TX.

1923
-Goessel, Goessel, KS began.
-Nebo, Meade, KS closed.

1924
-Menno, Watova, OK joined.

1925
-WDC youth retreats were held on the Bethel College campus.
-Palm Lake, Lake Charles, LA closed.

1926
-Beatrice, Beatrice, NE joined.

1927
-Menno, Watova, OK closed.

1928

1929

1930
-Women’s Missionary Organization formed and met semi-annually.
-Home Mission Committee replaces Committee for Itinerant Preaching.
-Plain View, Dalhart, TX joined.

1931
-Urban mission activities were underway in Hutchinson, KS, Wichita, KS, and Enid, OK.

1932
-Lorraine Avenue, Wichita, KS began.
-Modernism and Fundamentalism divide and challenge conference.
-An effort to have WDC withdraw support for Bethel College fails.

1933
-WDC forms its Auxiliary Peace Committee to unify church and education youth about non-resistance.
-Zion, Kingman, KS joined.

1934
-WDC switches to use English predominantly in its sessions and reports.
-Greensburg, Greensburg, KS closed.

1935
-Grace, Enid, OK began.
-Friedensau, Perry, OK closed.
-Plain View, Dalhart, TX closed.

1936
-WDC Youth Retreats held at Camp Wood.

1937

1938
-Walton, Walton, KS began.
-Western District Loan Library opens.

1939
-Meadow, Colby, KS joined.
-Hoffnungsau, Cuauhtemoc, Mexico.

1940

1941

1942

1943

1944
-First, Burns, KS joined.
-Western District Sunday School convention is formed.

1945
-First, McPherson, KS began.
-WDC sponsors first Daily Vacation Bible School Workshop.
-Education Committee supports an ever growing set of resources for WDC educators.
-Executive Committee was created as part of organizational change.

1946
-B.H. Janzen served as Field Worker (conference minister).
-Kidron, Taloga, OK closed.

1947
-First WDC Song Festival.
-First, Fredonia, KS joined.
-Sichar, Cordell, OK closed.
-Bethel, Enid, OK joined.

1948
-WDC purchases 80 acres along the Ninnescah River near Murdock, KS and Camp Mennoscah begins a new and greatly expanded phase of the WDC retreat program.
-Faith, Greensburg, KS joined.

1949
-W.F. Unruh served as Field Worker (Conference Minister).
-First meeting of WDC Mennonite Men.

1950
-The Council of Committees began meeting.

1951
-First, Clinton, OK joined.

1952
-Mennoville, El Reno, OK closed. 

1953
-Historical Committee was formed to preserve conference history in cooperation with Bethel College.

1954

1955
-Mennonite Indian Church, Seiling, OK began.

1956
-Western District Youth Fellowship replaces Christian Endeavor Convention.
-WDC establishes an office at 722 Main Street, Newton, KS with the General Conference office.

1957
-Southern Hills, Topeka, KS began.

1958
-Emmaus, Whitewater, KS began.
-Committee on Welfare Institutions replaced Deaconess Committee.
-Faith, Newton, KS joined.
-Bethe, Enid, OK closed.

1959
-Calvary, Liberal, KS began.
-Shoental, Kismet, KS closed.

1960

1961
-Arvada, Arvada, CO began.
-Elmer Friesen served as Promotional Secretary (Conference Minister).

1962
-Bethel, Waka, TX merged.

1963
-Zoar, Goltry, OK withdrew.  First congregation to withdraw from WDC as anti-conference sentiment spread.

1964
-Rainbow, Kansas City, KS began.
-Arlington, Arlington, KS closed.
-Faith, Greensburg, KS closed.

1965
-WDC moved their offices to Goerz Hall.
-Brudertal, Hillsboro, KS merged with Johannesthal, Hillsboro, KS to form Trinity.
-Hoffnungsau, Cuauhtemoc, Mexico withdrew.

1966
-Trinity, Hillsboro, KS began.
-Minister’s Retreat replaces annual Minister’s Conference.

1967
-Houston, Houston, TX began.
-Elbert Koontz served as District Minister (Conference Minister).
-Motions to have WDC Sunday in each congregation, form Church Builders Club to raise funds for new churches, begin Anabaptist Boot Camp for 17-year-old boys to prepare for peace alternative, support groups for I-W workers, fight poverty and injustices and evil.

1968
-First WDC Women’s Retreat.

1969
-Garden Township, Hesston, KS withdrew.
-Motion to limit expenses on church building; call for Vietnam moratorium; Christian action in response to the military draft; for churches to provide camp scholarships; for churches to donate to Bethel College; for churches to become part of Project Equality for racial justice.

1970
-Adult Work Subcommittee of the Education Committee replaces the Sunday School Convention in providing curriculum and guidance for Christian Education programs.
-WDC begins to employ part-time youth workers.
-Trinity United, Oklahoma City, OK joined.
-Meadow, Colby, KS withdrew.
-Swiss, Whitewater, KS withdrew.

1971
-Indian, Seiling, OK joined.
-Evangelism Committee becomes independent of Home Mission Committee and work expanded beyond church planting to include spiritual development and witnessing.
-Agri-Urban incorporated.

1972
-Peace, Dallas, TX began.
-Inter-Mennonite, Hesston, KS joined.

1973
-New Creation Fellowship, Newton, KS began.
-Ecumenikos, Kansas City, KS joined.
-Bethany, Kingman, KS merged with Zion, Kingman, KS.
-Ebenezer, Gotebo, OK closed.

1974
-Kingman, Kingman, KS began.
-First, Fredonia, KS closed.
-Issues:  Funding to train church planters/urban ministries and full-time youth worker; services to the aging; reach out to non-ethnic Mennonites.

1975
-Issues:  Reconciliation; Responses to U.S. Bicentennial Celebrations (nationalism).

1976
-Dallas, Dallas, TX joined.
-Issues:  Peace Tax Fund, Death Penalty & Prison Ministry.

1977
-Covenant, Hesston, KS, began.
-Mennonite Church of the Servant, Wichita, KS began.
-Life Enrichment Committee replaces Committee on Welfare Institutions and provides direct support for individuals in need.  
-Issues:  Affirming Diversity, WDC Constitution revision.

1978
-Manhattan, Manhattan, KS began.
-Canton (Emmanuel), Moundridge, KS withdrew.
-Jubilee, North Newton, KS joined.
-Issues:  Peace; War taxes; Grace in personal relationships, abortion, traffic safety, nuclear weapons production, to be a peace church.

1979
-Peace, Lawrence, KS began.
-Frank Keller served as District Minister (Conference Minister).
-Issues:  Quality of life; church planting of peace churches; delegates as interpreters of WDC work.

1980
-Fort Collins, Fort Collins, CO began.
-Trinity United, Oklahoma City, OK closed.
-Issues:  organizing for effective ministry; Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary Training Center in Kansas.

1981
-Centennial History book written by David A. Haury, “Prairie People”.
-Issues:  Church Extension & Church Planting for the 80’s; Help the poor and people with special problems within respective communities; Send concerns to government leaders about human service programming and funding; Life up importance of calling & training good leadership, support of pastors; Churches encouraged to sponsoring church plants; Encourage people who are moving to do so for ministry in new location (church planting); Opposition to the expansion of military expenditures and MX missile; War tax resistance.

1982
-Salina, Salina, KS began.
-Joint assembly with South Central Conference – Kingdom Living; Conflicts between church & civil authorities that call for faithfulness; “New Abolitionist Covenant”; Encouraged “Fair Share” giving of $21.56 per delegate.

1983
-Mountain Community, CO began.
-“Conflict:  Arena of God’s Voice”; Feedback wanted on “Ministerial/Congregational Ethics Statement”; Attention called to military movements in Lebanon; Concern for churches in West Germany who are protesting installation of missiles.  
-Brookside Fellowship, Kansas City, MO.
-Call for nuclear freeze; Develop quality of listening within congregation.

1984
-Boulder, Boulder, CO began.
-Gospel Fellowship, Montezuma, KS began.
-San Antonio, San Antonio, TX began.
-New Creation, Tulsa, OK began.
-Lawrence Fellowship, Lawrence, KS began.
-“Abounding More & More”; Restructuring of WDC; adopted “Pastor/Congregation/Conference Ethics Statement”; study U.S. policy in Central America. 

1985
-Hope, Wichita, KS began.
-Houston Chinese, Houston, TX began.
-“Reaching Beyond the Ordinary”; adoption of interim structural changes (Coordinating Committee for Conference Planning, Personnel Committee, Executive Committee, Stewardship Committee.  Support for sanctuary movement to shelter political refugees from Central & South America; Farm Crisis – strengthen ministries to farmers experiencing stress.

1986
-Austin, Austin, TX began.
-Fort Worth, Fort Worth, TX joined.
-Evangelism and church growth in established churches; employ fundraiser for WDC; Development Plan; church planting.

1987
-Joy, Spencer, OK began.
-Peace, Aurora, CO began.
-Shalom, Newton, KS began.
-“Passing on the Faith”; Resolution claiming South African Apartheid as sin; All pastors entering WDC have training in theology of church growth & evangelism; Begin revision of Constitution.
-Jerry Holsopple hired as full-time ministry.
-Big change in staffing.

1988
-Iglesia Menonita Monte Horeb, Dallas, TX.
-“Faith, Healing & Community”; began tri-conference meetings to work together as WDC, South Central Conference, Rocky Mt. Mennonite Conference.
-Affirmed the development of the Living in Faithful Evangelism as a program to invite people to church, disciplining & growing in faith.
-Congregational representative shall become delegates to the assembly; The Sunday following annual assembly be designated as WDC Sunday in congregations.

1989
-Floyd Bartel served as Conference Pastor; Roseann Goble is director of Resource Library; Patrice Claassen ¼ time youth minister.
-“Congregational Leadership:  Call & Care; Moved offices to 2500 Place, North Newton, KS; Adopted a revised Constitution & Bylaws.
-Approved “Honoring Covenantal Relationships” which laid out a plan of reporting indiscretions by pastors.
-Moved to oppose the purchase of land by Fort Riley Military Instillation, to require Fort Riley to clean up practice fields, to assess the environmental impact of land under Fort Riley control.

1990
-Theme:  Living for a Sustainable World; Moved resolution on the Middle East Crisis – Pension Gulf War – urge nation to turn from military alternatives to peaceful, political solutions; Supported Kansas Institute for Peace & Conflict Resolution; moved to receive Covenant of Understanding regarding Church Building & Land – if congregation disbands they will consult with the WDC Trustees regarding the disposal of the building; 40 congregations participated in “Oil Free Sunday”.

1991
-Marvin Zehr served as Conference Minister; Mike Bogard was youth minister.

1992
-Iglesia Menonita Comunidad de Esperanza, Dallas, TX began.  
-Whitestone, Hesston, KS became associate member.
-Centennial; Theme:  “Restoration & Remembrance”; Adopted Centennial Fund Drive of $2 million for 1992-1994; Accepted change to conference structure down to seven committees, 2 full-time conference ministers, church planting coordinator, ½-time administrator, Reference Council; Resolution concerning a new category of congregational Associate/Affiliation for churches who are members of WDC or SCC; Resolution regarding Peace and Reconciliation in Israel; Sanctions and Humanitarian Aid to Iraq; 500th Anniversary of Columbus to correct distortions of history & racist attitudes regarding native people in North America.  
-Peace Tax Fund Bill supported.
-Marlene Bogard is Resource Library Director.

1993
-Houston Chinese, Houston, TX closed.
-Theme:  “Young Adults in the Church”; Use bequest fund to forgive $40,000 debt 2500 Place owes to the Bequest Fund; 2% salary increase; Study integration and the effects on WDC; Will implement new structure till 1995 after which an evaluation will be done; Domestic Violence & Interpersonal Abuse that said that abuse was a violation of marriage covenant, to hold abusers accountable; Study Biblical roles of men & women & their relationships; Affirmed action on the credentials of James Dunn – extended hand of forgiveness to James.

1994
-Covenant, Hesston, KS closed.
-Joint delegate session with SCC; Theme:  A New Look at Family Life; Jubilee Curriculum for children was introduced; Conclusion of LIFE process; New group health plan available to church employees; Petition for stiffer penalties for drunk driving.

1995
-Emmaus, Whitewater, KS withdrew.
-Theme:  Firstfruits Living:  Giving God our Best; Change the date of WDC Annual Meeting from October to the summer; accepted Constitution & Bylaws.

1996
-First, Burns, KS closed.
-First, Geary, OK closed.
-Mennonite Church, Lehigh, KS closed.
-Reference Council authorized to review & act on annual budget – Stewardship & Budget Committee should hold workshop at the annual assembly to review preliminary budget.  
-Resolve to work closely with SCC & Rocky Mt. Conference as per Integration of General Conference & Mennonite Church; Grieve the church burnings motivated by racial and religious hatred.

1997
-Walton, Walton, KS closed.
-Hmong, CO began.
-Hope, Waco, TX began.
-Iglesia Menonita Luz del Evangelio, Dallas, TX began.
-Restore Supplemental Security Income & Food Stamps for legal non-citizens of the U.S. (concern for the Hmong communities).
-Joint Annual Conference with Rocky Mountain Conference.

1998
-Joint meeting with SCC; Rainbow Mennonite Church removed from SCC as of 1999 due to accepting non-celebate homosexual persons as members; discussed denominational integration; Homosexual study packets prepared for churches; Resolution on polity and homosexuality – membership is determined by congregation not conference – congregations counseled to follow the guidelines provided by “Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective” and the GC “Resolution on Human Sexuality”.
-Resolution on calling an end to the economic sanctions on Iraq; Theme:  “Balancing, Bridging, Building”.

1999
-Hebron, Buhler, KS closed.
-Medford, Medford, OK ended.
-West New Hopedale, Ringwood, OK ended.
-Theme:  “Silos, Skyscrapers & Steeples:  The Faithful Church in Changing Times”; Constitution revised to address issues of racism; Resolution to close the School of Americas responsible for countless atrocities in Mexico, Central America & South America.  
-Resolution to reverse death penalty – call for a moratorium on executions.

2000
-Marco Guete served as Associate Conference Minister.
-Theme:  “Companions on the Journey”; Joint WDC/SCC meeting.
-Cuerpo de Cristo, Ferris, TX joined.

2001
New Friedensburg, Vona, CO ended.
Theme:  “Being Shaped as a People of Hope”; Joint meeting with SCC; Olivia Bartel serves as Interim Camp Director at Mennoscah; Become Institutional Partner for the Discipleship Encounter Outreach (training & mission experience for young people); join MC USA and collaborate with other area conferences.  Accept & respect SCC decision to postpone regional integration.

2002
-Cuerpode Cristo, Ferris, TX closed.
-New Hopedale, Meno, OK ended.
-Decided not to integrate with SCC & Rocky Mt. Conference.

2003
-Hopefield, Moundridge, KS withdrew.
-Marilyn Miller, Associate Conference Minister, Colorado.
-Dorothy Nickel Friesen serves as Conference Minister.

2004
-Central Heights, Durham, KS closed.
-Hesston Inter-Mennonite, Hesston, KS closed
-Iglesia Menonita Casa del Alfarero, Pasadena, TX joined.
-Merv & Jane Dick serve as Associate Conference Ministers in Colorado.

2005
-Iglesia Menonita Casa de Dios, Garland, TX joined.
-Iglesia Menonita Comunidad de Vida, San Antonio, TX joined.
-Lee Lever serves as Associate Conference Minister.

2006
-Arvada, Arvada, CO transferred to Mt. States Conference.
-Boulder, Boulder, CO transferred to Mt. States Conference.
-Fort Collins, Fort Collins, CO transferred to Mt. States Conference.
-Hmong, CO transferred to Mt. States Conference.
-Mountain Community, CO transferred to Mt. States Conference.
-Peace, Aurora, CO transferred to Mt. States Conference.

2007
-Sembradores Buenas Nuevas, Dallas, TX joined.
-Dave Gerbrandt serves as Associate Conference Minister Oklahoma.
-Iglesia Menonita Comunidad de Fe, TX joined.
-Iglesia Menonita Nueva Jerusalen, Houston, TX.
-Iglesia Menonita Rey de Gloria, Rowlett, TX.
-Mt. Zion, Columbia, MO began.

2008
-Iglesia Menonita Casa Betania, Newton, KS joined.
-Iglesia Menonita Mi Redentor, Dallas, TX joined.
-Iglesia Menonita Comunidad de Fe, TX closed.
-Iglesia Menonita Rey de Gloria, Rowlett, TX closed.

2009
-Gilberto Flores serves as Associate Conference Minister Texas.
-Clarence Rempel serves as Conference Minister.

2010
-Deer Creek, Deer creek, OK closed.
-First, Pretty Prairie, KS withdrew.

2011
-Grace, Gladewater, TX joined.
-Iglesia Camino de Santidad, Liberal, KS joined.
-Iglesia Sembradores de Buenas Nuevas, Hutchins, TX joined.
-Manos de Cristo, Wichita, KS began.
[bookmark: _GoBack]-Metro, Oklahoma City, OK began.

2012
-Eden, Inola, OK withdrew.
-House of Healing, Dallas, TX withdrew.
-Iglesia Sembradores de Buenas Nuevas, Hutchins, TX closed.
-Manos de Cristo, Wichita, KS closed.
-Theme:  “Becoming One in Christ to be Sent”; Joanna Harader credentials discussed after performing same-sex union – credentials in order but action at variance with MC USA.

2013
-Bergthal, Pawnee Rock, KS closed.
-Bethel, Hydro, OK withdrew.
-Bethel, Inman, KS transferred to South Central Conference.
-Grace, Gladewater, TX withdrew.
-Herold, Cordell, OK transferred to South Central Conference.
-Metro, Oklahoma City, OK transferred to South Central Conference.
-Peace, Columbia, MO, ended.
-Theme:  “Shaped by God’s Story”.
-Chin Emmanuel joined.

2014
-Bethel, Hammon, OK closed.
-Iglesia Menonita Aposento Alto, Wichita, KS joined.
-Iglesia Menonita Nueva Jerusalen, Houston, TX closed.
-Theme:  “God With Us – Patient & Persistent”; Constitution revision to implement Church Planting Commission; Rainbow Mennonite presents resolution for pastors to officiate same-sex marriages only with local congregation’s affirmation – year-long discussion.

2015
-Resolution for the right of individual congregations to discern how homosexuality will be subject to Biblical interpretation – pastors may officiate or refuse to officiate monogamous life-long unions regardless of sexual orientation.
-Burrton, Burton, KS closed.
-First, Clinton, OK transferred to Mennonite Brethren.
-Grace, Gladewater, TX closed.
-Iglesia Menonita Mi Redentor, Dallas, TX withdrew.
-Iglesia Cristiana Menonita Camino Nuevo began.
-Howard Garver serves as Associate Conference Minister Texas.
-Heidi Regier Kreider serves as Conference Minister.
-Byron Pellecer serves as Associate Conference Minister Texas.

2016
-Inman, Inman, KS transferred to South Central Conference.
-Whitestone, Hesston, KS ended associate membership.
-Evangelical Garifuna Church of Houston, TX began.
-Kathy Neufeld Dunn serves as Associate Conference Minister Kansas.

2017
-Kingman, Kingman, KS transferred to South Central Conference.
