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1. Share events that focused on community
a. Caleb Regehr
i. Changed schedule of YG (just starting this practice)

ii. Rotation:  1 Bible Study, 1 devo with activity, 1 group meal, 1 service activity

iii. Group meal—focus is to build relationships—show them our world

iv. In a home setting, good time to hang out together, 

v. Is everyone willing to host?  So far all have been open.

vi. Food makes a difference.

b. Michele Hershberger:  Challenge of rival clusters within youth groups
i. Hope—no rivals—all from Goessel, great inclusion of new kids

1. Food—2nd Sunday of month, no lesson in Sunday School, just food and time to visit
2. Some intentional mixing early in the year
c. Caley Ortman
i. Small group, so it is one cluster

ii. Challenge is connecting youth with adults

iii. Engaging youth in worship service—music, reading, dramas

iv. If the youth don’t come back to the church it won’t be because we didn’t entertain them enough but because we didn’t challenge them (Shane Claiborne)
v. Keeping transparent in communicating with congregation about what youth are doing
d. Doug Krehbiel —including youth in worship

i. Form bands for special music
ii. Reporter does monthly report for congregation (in church newsletter?)
iii. Exchange students—tend to be friendly, ask open questions, adds diversity to group

e. Michele Hershberger:  

i. through drama involving youth and older folks
ii. Bible studies on the early church, Jew/Gentile hatred and how they resolved it
iii. Philemon and Onesimus

f. Ruth Harder
i. Fall Series:  “Sharing your craft”

ii. 5-6 adults from the congregation, many chosen by the youth, invite the youth into work space—vocation, hobby

iii. Motorcycle shop, ham radio, flower bouquets, art studios, 

iv. Design—creating logos, identity

v. Hymn to close:  “Moved by the Gospel let us move”—as a prayer of blessing to the one they have visited that night

vi. See adults talking with youth after morning worship—connection has been made

vii. Also write a stanza specifically for the person they visited as a particular blessing for that person, their work/hobby

g. Dale Schrag
i. Brenda P. S. (8th St Goshen) (Dale will send me specifics, I’ll pass them on)
ii. 1x/month  Holy Meal

iii. Bread provided, Soup.

iv. Candle at each place, litany, scripture text

v. Each person asked:  where and how have you encountered God this past week

vi. Can pass

vii. Ending ritual, then do the dishes

viii. Youth need not to play church, but to be church

ix. If you pursue community too hard, it will flee.  If you take care of other important things, it will land.

h. Caley Ortman —food allergy issues

i. Non complementing allergies really stifle the chance to eat together

i. Katherine Goerzen
i. Making communion bread as a youth group activity
ii. Then eat at Breadbasket afterward

iii. Guys were more into it than the girls

iv. Why not invite other members of cong to make it intergenerational?
j. Katherine Goerzen
i. Progressive supper at beginning of year

ii. At houses of cong. members

iii. Announce in congregation to invite them to invite the youth

iv. Game at each place 

1. Game:  Freeze t-shirts into gallon bag with water, contest is to get shirt on over your own shirt as fast as possible

k. Doug Krehbiel
i. Christmas caroling particularly for folks who have had losses in their lives

ii. Hearing the stories of congregation members as they drive to their house/location
l. Caley Ortman
i. Month where once a week a member of the congregation would share their faith story with the youth (especially older members)

ii. Recognizing that these people were the movers and shakers in earlier days

iii. Youth will hit a ceiling if the community is only with other youth.  The greater the connection they have with the broader church, the stronger their bond with the church.

m. Ruth Harder
i. Choosing a benediction for leaving youth events (Wednesdays and Sundays)

ii. Pick one to memorize, use at every event

iii. Ruth then also uses them for Sunday morning worship with the whole congregation, youth already know them
Notes by Dwight Regier, Youth Ministry Network Team Leader

