Spiritual Disciplines for Times of Disagreement  & Concert of Prayer
May 29, 2012 
 From Clarence Rempel, WD Conference Minister /  Marlene Bogard, Assembly Planner
“Becoming one to be sent in Christ” is the clarion call theme for Assembly 2012 meeting in Oklahoma City. It is a call to pursue the oneness of all those who have given their heart allegiance to our resurrected and living Lord Jesus beginning within our own congregations and extending to the fellowship of churches called Western District Conference. It is a missional call of being sent into the world even as Jesus was sent into the world to proclaim the arrival of the kingdom of God with its characteristics of forgiveness, mercy, healing, salvation, and eternal life. We have planned a wonderful array of worship times and learning communities to challenge and encourage us as disciples of Jesus sent into the world. 

We also have two resolutions coming to our delegate assembly addressing the ethical disagreement we are experiencing in our fellowship of churches about the right redemptive response to persons of homosexual orientation and practice. This ethical conundrum also reveals differences we have in understanding of church polity, biblical hermeneutics, and confession of faith authority. (The resolutions and articles addressing the surrounding issues are available at http://mennowdc.org/conference-life/annual-assembly/. 

 As we prepare for this delegate assembly, I encourage you to engage in these spiritual disciplines as delegates and as followers of Jesus for a time when brothers and sisters find themselves in disagreement.

 1.      To pray for an expansive love and graceful holiness within our hearts and among the churches of Western District Conference. “That your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ – to the glory and praise of God” (Philippians 1:9-11).

2.      To recognize and name the commendable attributes and actions of those with whom I disagree. “Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves” (Romans 12:10).

3.      To commit to agreeing and disagreeing in love. “Live in harmony with one another” (Romans 12:16). “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:3).

4.      To guard my own attitudes. “Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love” (Ephesians 4:2). “Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not think you are superior” (Romans 12:16). 

5.      To avoid name calling and blanket generalizations such as “they don’t believe the Bible” or “they are judgmental literalists.” “But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment….And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell” (Matthew 5:22).

6.      To pursue communication and relationship with those with whom I deeply disagree. “Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the head, that is, Christ” (Ephesians 4:15).

7.      To participate in a “concert of prayer” utilizing the above scriptures and themes in the four weeks leading up to Assembly 2012 (See announcement below.)

I am aware of disciples of Jesus already leaning into these spiritual disciplines, and it gives me hope for our meeting together in Oklahoma City. I pray that God will surprise us with enough grace, enough wisdom, enough love, and enough truth for fruitful conversation and faithful action at Assembly 2012.

 ===============================================================

A Concert of Prayer is being organized in preparation for  the July 6-8 WDC Assembly in Oklahoma City:  Using the scriptures and hopes that Conference Minister Clarence Rempel has suggested above, we invite you, members of WDC congregations to participate in a concert of prayer on the four Tuesdays (June 12, 19, 26, and July 3) preceding our Annual Assembly.  

 Some ideas:
* Copy and distribute Clarence's Clarion Call, and use it as a guide to prayer.  
* Pray at the council and committee meetings that your church already has scheduled during those weeks.  
* Invite folks to come to your church at a particular time each Tuesday (7 am or 7 pm or noon hour, etc).
* Invite folks to pray-on-their own:  on their way to work, as they do chores, around the dinner table, with small groups.
* Consider connecting with another WDC church that may be in close geographic proximity for at least one of these prayer meetings.
* Consider using technology to enter into prayer with another congregational group at a distance....using phone conferencing, SKYPE, a live chat features, etc.  Geographical distance need not hinder conversation and prayer.
* Pray specifically for our gathering during Sunday morning worship - including times of silence, scripture, and audible prayer.
* For those near North Newton, KS, feel free to join with the WDC Staff in prayer at our offices on Tuesdays at 8 am, beginning June 12.  
---Marlene Bogard, Assembly Director
