Frequently Asked Questions on the Resolution Presented at the 2015 WDC Annual Assembly

 1. Does this resolution change the Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective?   No, it does not. Editing or replacing the Confession of Faith would require action by the Mennonite Church USA delegate body. No such action has been proposed. Our Conference By-laws state, “The Western District Conference accepts the Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective as its guide to faith and practice and commends this confession to each member congregation as a statement of faith for teaching and nurture in the life of the congregation and as a tool in discussions with inquirers, Christians of other traditions and people of other faiths.”
 2. If the resolution passes, will my congregation or pastor be required to perform same-sex marriages?  No. The resolution leaves that important decision up to each individual congregation, clearly stating that “pastors . . . may officiate or refuse to officiate” at such ceremonies. Furthermore, while a recent Supreme Court ruling requires all states to recognize same-sex marriages, the government cannot require that churches and/or pastors must perform such ceremonies.
 3. How do the resolutions passed by Mennonite Church USA delegates in Kansas City this summer affect the resolution being considered by WDC?   The effect of these resolutions are not entirely clear. The Forbearance Resolution echoes some of the sentiments in the resolution WDC is considering as it calls “on all those in Mennonite Church USA to offer grace, love and forbearance toward conferences, congregations and pastors in our body who, in different ways, seek to be faithful to our Lord Jesus Christ on matters related to same-sex covenanted unions.”

 At the same time, the Resolution on the Status of the Membership Guidelines affirms that the Membership Guidelines “shall continue to serve Mennonite Church USA as the guiding document for questions regarding church membership and same-sex relationships/marriage.” Those guidelines, in turn, state that “pastors holding credentials in a conference of Mennonite Church USA may not perform a same-sex covenant ceremony. Such action would be grounds for review of their credentials by their area conference's ministerial credentialing body.”
The full text of the resolutions adopted in Kansas City can be found at mennoniteusa.org/resource/delegate-resources/ 
 4. How would adoption of the resolution affect the relationship of WDC to Mennonite Church USA?   The effects on these relationships are also not entirely clear. WDC leaders have been in communication with MC USA staff and the Constituent Leaders Council (CLC) since the resolution was first proposed. The Resolution on the Status of the Membership Guidelines declares,“We look to area conferences to interpret and implement these documents in mutual accountability with other area conferences, particularly through the CLC.” Adoption of the proposed resolution by WDC is one potential way that we might “interpret and implement these documents” in our context. Other conferences in MC USA have chosen not to discipline pastors who have performed same-sex marriages or have credentialed pastors in same-sex relationships. 

  The Membership Guidelines resolution also calls on the CLC “to exercise mutual accountability by engaging in conference-to-conference peer review when area conferences make decisions that are not aligned with the documents named above, and to make recommendations to the Executive Board if necessary.” WDC already received feedback on our proposed resolution from CLC at their last meeting in March. This feedback included everything from disapproval to support from CLC members. It is possible that adoption of the proposed resolution by WDC will result in further “peer review.” The CLC has not met since the MC USA convention to clarify what such a review might look like. This body will meet on October 19-21. So it is possible we may know more about the review process by the time of WDC Assembly on October 30-31. The next meeting of CLC is then scheduled for March 2016.
 5. What would adoption of this resolution mean in terms of conference policies and procedures?  If adopted, the resolution would give direction to the Ministerial Leadership Commission to process a review of the credentials of a pastor who performs a same-sex covenant ceremony.  The Commission would be directed to implement the following procedures:

 a) Pastors and/or their congregational leadership are asked to notify as soon as possible the Ministerial Leadership Commission of Western District Conference whenever a pastor plans to officiate a marriage ceremony for a same-sex couple.  The Ministerial Leadership Commission requests conversation and notification in advance of such a ceremony.
 b)  The Ministerial Leadership Commission will review the discernment process of both the pastor and congregation that led to affirmation of officiating such a ceremony. The Commission will follow the same confidential procedure as with any other credential related interview.

 c)  If the pastor and congregation are in agreement after they have worked through their own congregational discernment practices in regard to the biblical and theological bases supporting such a ceremony, then the pastor's credentials will be found in order.

 d) The Ministerial Leadership Commission will ask our conference minister to contact MC USA staff who are in charge of keeping official ministerial files.  Such staff will be asked to put a note in the pastor's official file indicating that the pastor has officiated a marriage ceremony for a same-sex couple and that a review has been conducted.  
 6. What would rejection of this resolution mean in terms of conference policies and procedures?  The Ministerial Leadership Commission would continue to operate as it has in the past. The Membership Guidelines requiring review of pastors performing same-sex marriages would remain in effect.
 7. Would adoption of the resolution mean that pastors would face no disciplinary action on any issue related to sexuality?  No. WDC pastors are still expected to abide by a Code of Sexual Ethics that they re-affirm as part of their annual accountability plan, and are required to attend a Sexual Misconduct Prevention Seminar at least every five years. The full sexual misconduct policy is available at mennowdc.org/resources-for-pastors. The resolution also allows for sanctions against pastors who perform same-sex marriage ceremonies without the affirmation of their congregation.
 8. How large of a vote is required to pass the resolution?  The resolution requires a simple majority to pass. Our constitution and by-laws only indicate two instances in which a 2/3 vote is required: accepting new congregations as members and amending the constitution or by-laws. This resolution doesn't take either of these actions. Robert's Rules require 2/3 votes in certain other instances as well. Feedback from the April Reference Council showed strong support for seeking a vote of greater than a simple majority. However, after much discussion and consideration, the majority of the Discernment Task Force agreed that this resolution does not meet any of the criteria that would require such a super-majority. The majority of the WDC Executive Board agreed with this interpretation. One of the factors that weighed heavily in making this decision is the fact that none of the resolutions acted on at the Mennonite Church USA Convention this summer required more than a simple majority for passage. It is still possible for a delegate to bring a motion to the floor of the Assembly asking for a larger percentage vote. Since such a motion would constitute a “special rule,” it would require a 2/3 vote to pass.
 9. Does a vote for the resolution indicate full agreement with all the premises in the “whereas” section?  Not necessarily. The resolution on which we plan to vote does not include the “whereas” statements, but begins with “Now, therefore . . .”  Also, on the ballot that will be used for voting, delegates will have the option to mark different boxes indicating their level of support for the resolution (see below). You will note that it is possible for someone who disagrees with some of the premises and/or does not support same-sex marriage to still vote in favor of the resolution in the spirit of forbearance. It also allows for anyone who agrees with the premises and/or supports same-sex marriage to vote against the resolution in deference to the Membership Guidelines.
Sample Ballot:
	Please check only one (1) box below

	Yes
Checking any of the boxes below will count as a vote in favor of the resolution.

□I support the resolution.
□I support the resolution, though I do not support same-sex marriage.


	No
Checking any of the boxes below will count as a vote against the resolution.

□I do not support the resolution.
□I do not support the resolution, though I support same-sex marriage.




