In an attempt to clarify the relationship between WDC and several other organizations, on March 15, 2016, the Executive Board approved an amendment to Bylaw 5 of the WDC Constitution and is bringing it to the July 30, 2016 Delegate Assembly for approval. A two-thirds vote by delegates is required for such an amendment. The proposed amendment is below. If you have questions, please contact WDC Moderator Richard Gehring at rbgehring@juno.com.

Proposed Change to Bylaw 5 of WDC Constitution 

In the text below, proposed additions are highlighted. Proposed  deletions are crossed out. The text in red is to be moved  to item p. under Bylaw 2, Section B.1 – Duties of the Executive Board.

Bylaw 5. Institutional Relationships
The Western District Conference relates to many organizations that are independent but have official ties to the conference and its ministries.  Western District Conference elects or provides for the appointment of members to these organizations at their request or per by-law requirements. Such appointments shall be made by the Executive Board. These organizations are invited to relate to Western District Conference through participation at Reference Council gatherings, annual reports, attendance at Delegate Assemblies and cooperative projects of mutual interest and benefit.  The Western District Conference Executive Board makes appointments to these organizations unless otherwise specified.

Section A.  Current Western District Conference Institutional Relationships:
1. Mennonite Agri-Urban, Incorporated.  Appoint one representative to the Agri-Urban board.
2. Bethel College, North Newton, Kansas.  Delegates elect four persons from WDC congregations to the Bethel College Board of Directors for a six-year term which may be renewed once.
3. Mennonite Central Committee Central States.  Appoint one representative to the MCC Central States Board.
4. Mennonite Church USA.  Appoint three persons to the Constituency Leaders Council (Conference Minister, Conference Moderator and another representative).  The representative is appointed for one term of two years and may be renewed once.
5. Mennonite Men of the Plains.  Appoint one representative to the MMoP board.
6. Schowalter Villa, Hesston, Kansas.  Appoint one representative to the Schowalter Villa Corporate Advisory Board.
7. Camp Mennoscah Association, Murdock, Kansas.  Appoint one representative to the Camp Mennoscah Board.

Section B.  Western District Conference Partnerships with Other Organizations.
Western District Conference also values partnerships with other organizations such as Mennonite Women and Mennonite Disaster Service but these organizations that do not require WDC appointments or elections.  All Tthese organizations are also invited to relate to Western District Conference as needed through participation at Reference Council, Delegate Assembly, annual reports, and cooperative projects of mutual interest and benefit.  
If the amendment is approved, Bylaw 5 would read as follows:
Bylaw 5. Institutional Relationships
The Western District Conference relates to many organizations that are independent but have official ties to the conference and its ministries. Western District Conference elects or provides for the appointment of members to these organizations at their request or per by-law requirements. Such appointments shall be made by the Executive Board. Western District Conference also values partnerships with other organizations that do not require WDC appointments or elections. All these organizations are invited to relate to Western District Conference as needed through participation at Reference Council, Delegate Assembly, annual reports, and cooperative projects of mutual interest and benefit.  

