Western District Conference Ballot, July 2016
           (* = 1st term; **= 2nd term)


YES
NO
Moderator Elect (2 year term)

(1) (2018)
*Ray Reimer (Zion, Elbing, KS)_____________________

_____
_____



______________________________________________

_____
_____

Board Secretary (2 year term)

(1) (2018)
*Allen Jantz (Faith, Newton, KS)____________________

_____
_____



______________________________________________

_____
_____
Executive Board (3 year term)
(1) (2019)
**Cynthia Loganbill (Hope, Wichita, KS)______________

_____
_____

(2) (2019)
*Jim Stucky (Faith, Newton, KS)____________________

_____
_____



______________________________________________

_____
_____



______________________________________________

_____
_____

Other members:  Anita Kehr (First, Newton, KS), Norma Johnson (Bethel College, North Newton, KS), Wayne Albrecht (Peace, Dallas, TX), Norma Duerksen (Trinity, Hillsboro, KS), Kristen Swartley (Joy, Oklahoma City, OK)

Gifts Discernment Committee (3 year term)
(1) (2019)
**Roberta Harms (Grace Hill, Whitewater, KS)_________

_____
_____


(2) (2019)
**Susan Jantzen (First, Hillsboro, KS)________________

_____
_____



______________________________________________

_____
_____



______________________________________________

_____ _____

Other members:  Phyllis Goertzen (Tabor, Newton, KS), Brian Stucky (Alexanderwohl, Goessel, KS), Ryan Koch (Peace, Dallas, TX), Jane McNair (Houston, TX)
Ministerial Leadership Commission (3 year term)

(1) (2019)
*Dave Stevens (Hope, Wichita, KS)__________________

_____
_____

(2) (2019)
*Gail Graber (Eden, Moundridge, KS)________________

_____
_____



______________________________________________

_____
_____



______________________________________________

_____
_____

Other members:  Terry Rediger (Turpin, OK), June Thomsen (First, Newton, KS), Brad Roth (West Zion, Moundridge, KS), Peter Goerzen (Tabor, Newton, KS)
Resource Commission (3 year term)

(1) (2019)
**Vicki Hinz Ensz (First, Beatrice, NE)_________________

_____
_____

(2) (2019)
**Gordon Houser (New Creation, Newton, KS)__________

_____
_____



_______________________________________________

_____  _____


_______________________________________________

_____
_____

Other members:  Jeff Koller (Eden, Moundridge, KS), Katherine Goerzen (Tabor, Newton, KS), Ann Hiebert (Alexanderwohl, Goessel, KS)
Stewardship Commission (3 year term)

(1) (2019)
*Emily Voran (Houston, TX)_________________________
_____
_____

(2) (2019)
*Darlene Powers, (Faith, Newton, KS)_________________
_____
_____



_______________________________________________

_____  _____ 


_______________________________________________

_____  _____
Other members:  Dwight Flaming (Alexanderwohl, Goessel, KS), Karen Zehr, (Hope, Wichita, KS), Leanna Ediger (Turpin OK), Stephen Hochstetler (Austin, TX)
Church Planting Commission (3 year term)
(1) (2019)
**Marv Zehr (Shalom, Newton, KS)_____________________
_____
_____

(2) (2019) 
*Violeta Ajquejay (Tabor, Newton, KS)__________________
_____
_____


_________________________________________________
_____
_____



_______________________________________________
__
_____  _____
Other members:  Virgil Penner (Grace Hill, Whitewater, KS), Nita Nikkel (Iglesia Menonita Aposento Alto, Wichita, KS), Veronica Robles (Luz del Evangelio, Dallas, TX), Lee Suderman (Bethel College, North Newton, KS)
NOMINEE’S INFORMATION
MODERATOR-ELECT

Ray Reimer, Co-Pastor (with wife, Rosie Epp) at Zion Mennonite Church, Elbing, KS. “I grew up in Wichita and attended Bethel College before serving with MCC in Bolivia.  Since graduating from Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary, I’ve pastored at 12 Mennonite congregations – most of them interim assignments – often helping churches navigate turbulent waters.  I’ve also taught Bible at Augustana College (Sioux Falls) and adjunct seminary courses.  Recent service includes chairing the Pastoral Leadership Committee of Central Plains Mennonite Conference (also serving on its council), so I bring perspective from other area conferences.  I hope to be yielded to the Spirit as I seek with others how best to discern God’s guidance as we witness to Christ, dwell lovingly together, and connect to missional opportunities throughout creation.”
EXECUTIVE BOARD SECRETARY

Allen Jantz, Professor of Education at Bethel College.  “Having been raised in, and baptized into, the Mennonite church, I believe many of the decisions that I make in all aspects of my life are grounded in not only a Christian perspective, but more importantly, are based on adherence to the work and teachings of Jesus Christ.  The majority of my church life, professional career, public service, and personal life has been centered on work with youth and young adults.  In all situations, when possible I seek consensus, I am a problem-solver, and I work to empower others to do the same.”
EXECUTIVE BOARD
Jim Stucky, Photographer (retired).  “I have been involved with WDC in various ways over the past years.  I will look forward to serving on the Executive Board to give whatever support I can to the work of WDC.  It will be my goal to promote communication and open dialogue between all diversities within the WDC family.  I believe, with everyone working together, WDC and the greater church can have a positive impact on our broken world.”
Cynthia Loganbill, Secretary at Hope Mennonite Church, Wichita, KS.  “I have had the privilege of serving on the Executive Board this past term.  As a member of an urban congregation with a diversity of theological perspectives, I can bring those perspectives to our discussions.  I can be an ambassador of Western District and share the ministry of the conference with my congregation and others and encourage them in their support of Western District.”

GIFTS DISCERNMENT

Roberta Harms, Co-owner/operator of registered swine farm.  “I have met a lot of people from many walks of life, serving with Mennonite Women of WDC, and 28 years working in the GCMC/MC USA overseas mission office.  Active in my own church, I am happy to serve with gifts discernment for WDC.”
Susan Jantzen, Pastor at First Mennonite Church, Hillsboro, KS.  “We often hear that church is not a building -- it is people! Western District is a concrete example. Three years of making phone calls to people for committee service to Western District reveals that church is among us without a building. And, church is within us as we hope, pray and act together with confidence. I wish everyone could hear the deep satisfaction and joy most people express as they consider serving the church through Western District. We are a called and gathered people, called and gathered by the Spirit to live God's way in the good news that God has come near in Jesus.”
MINISTERIAL LEADERSHIP COMMISSION

Gail Graber, Chaplain at Bethesda Home, Goessel, KS.  “I have served both in congregational ministry and chaplaincy, as well as spiritual direction.  While congregational ministry and chaplaincy are similar from the perspective of job description, they can be very different in actuality.  I have appreciated and found value for my work in the years I was part of a systems coaching group which emphasizes the practices of self-differentiation and being a non-anxious presence.  The ministry opportunities I have experienced have affirmed that the foundational aspect of any ministry is to convey the steadfast love of God.”
Dave Stevens, Pastor at Hope Mennonite Church, Wichita, KS.  “Served congregations in NJ, CO, PA, KS, and The Mennonite Church of Trinidad and Tobago (2001), over 31 years. Important and guiding verses:  “In Christ all things hold together…He is the head of his body, the church…He is the firstborn of all creation…In Him all the fullness of God was pleased to take up residence and through Him to reconcile all things to himself”  (Col 1:17-20).”
RESOURCE COMMISSION

Vicki Hinz Ensz, Education. “I believe in Anabaptist-Mennonite education and am passionate about teaching that transforms. As a long-time educator, I value learning opportunities, resources, exposure to and analysis of learning styles/strategies, and communities in which discernment and implementation takes place. I hope to use my experiences in both public and church education and my firm commitment to Anabaptist/Mennonite theology to assist the resource commission in planning for and providing faith formation resources to our congregations and encourage the use of the Conference Resource Library.”
Gordon Houser, Editor of The Mennonite.  ”Decades of work in communication, high interest in faith formation, commitment to WDC and Mennonite Church USA, three years’ experience as member of the Resource Commission.
STEWARDSHIP COMMISSION
Darlene Powers, Licensed Abstracter at Regier Title, Inc.  “I have recently served my congregation as Treasurer for 4 ½ years and am currently serving on our Stewardship Committee.  I believe that responsible management of the resources of our conference in ways that support and encourage our ministries is important for the future of WDC.  I would like to use my organizational, detail-oriented, and communication skills to further the work of the Stewardship Commission and WDC.”

Emily Voran, Auditor.  “I work as an auditor for a public accounting firm.  I also serve as the treasurer for my church.”
CHURCH PLANTING COMMISSION

Violeta Ajquejay, Associate Director for Hispanic Pastoral and Leadership Education Office (Mennonite Education Agency).  “I am looking forward to continue working with the Church Planting Commission to help, support and resource new Anabaptist/Mennonite church plant initiatives and fulfil Western District Conference’s mission to “Witness and invite others to faith in Jesus Christ.”
Marv Zehr, Retired Pastor, has served a number of interim pastor assignments.  “Have had over 40 years of experience in pastoral ministry.  Have served Western District on the Ministerial Committee, Conference president, conference minister, retreat committee, currently chairing the Church Planting Commission.  I was the church planter for Hope Mennonite Church in Wichita beginning in 1985.  I continue to have a passion for planting new churches in Western District, especially the possibility of planting multi-cultural churches.”
