Western District Conference Ballot, October 2015
           (# = 1st term; *= 2nd term)



YES
NO
Executive Board (3 year term)
(1) (2018)
#Norma Duerksen (Trinity, Hillsboro, KS)



_____
_____

(2) (2018)
#Kristin Swartley (Joy, Oklahoma City, OK)__________

_____
_____



______________________________________________

_____
_____



______________________________________________

_____
_____

Other members:  Richard Gehring (Manhattan, KS), Anita Kehr (First, Newton, KS), 
Wendy Funk Schrag (First, Newton, KS), Johann Reimer (Shalom, Newton, KS), 
Jerry Reimer (First, Beatrice, NE), Cynthia Loganbill (Hope, Wichita, KS), Norma 
Johnson (Bethel College, North Newton, KS), Wayne Albrecht (Peace, Dallas, TX)
Gifts Discernment Committee (3 year term)
(1) (2018)
#Ryan Koch (Peace, Dallas, TX)____________________

_____
_____


(2) (2018)
*Jane McNair (Houston, Houston, TX)_______________

_____
_____



______________________________________________

_____
_____



______________________________________________

_____
_____

Other members:  Roberta Harms (Grace Hill, Whitewater, KS), Susan Jantzen 
(First, Hillsboro, KS), Phyllis Goertzen (Tabor, Newton, KS), Brian Stucky 
(Alexanderwohl, Goessel, KS)
Ministerial Leadership Commission (3 year term)

(1) (2018)
#Brad Roth (West Zion, Moundridge, KS)____________

_____
_____

(2) (2018)
#Peter Goerzen_(Tabor, Newton, KS)________________

_____
_____



______________________________________________

_____
_____



______________________________________________

_____
_____

Other members:  Kathy Neufeld Dunn (First, McPherson, KS), Weldon Schloneger 
(Shalom, Newton, KS), Terry Rediger (Turpin, OK), June Thomsen (First, Newton, KS)
Resource Commission (3 year term)

(1) (2018)
*Katherine Goerzen (Tabor, Newton, KS)_____________

_____
_____

(2) (2018)
#Ann Hiebert (Alexanderwohl, Goessel, KS)___________

_____
_____



_______________________________________________

_____
_____



_______________________________________________

_____
_____

Other members:  Jeff Koller (Eden, Moundridge, KS), Vicki Hinz Ensz (First, Beatrice, NE), 
Gordon Houser (New Creation, Newton, KS), Jennie Wintermote (New Creation, Newton, KS)
Stewardship Commission  (3 year term)

(1) (2018)
#Leanna Ediger_(Turpin, OK)_______________________

_____
_____

(2) (2018)
*Stephen Hochstetler (Austin, TX)___________________

_____
_____



_______________________________________________

_____
_____



_______________________________________________

_____
_____

Other members:  Stan Voth (Southern Hills, Topeka, KS),  
Dwight Flaming (Alexanderwohl, Goessel, KS), Karen Zehr (Hope, Wichita, KS)
Church Planting Commission (3 year term)
(1) (2018)
*Lee Suderman (Bethel College, North Newton, KS)______

_____
_____

(2) (2018) 
#Veronica Robles (Luz del Evangelio, Dallas, TX)
___

_____
_____


_________________________________________________

_____
_____



_________________________________________________

_____
_____

Other members:  Marv Zehr (Shalom, Newton, KS), Violeta Ajquejay (Tabor, Newton, KS), 
Virgil Penner (Grace Hill, Whitewater, KS), Nita Nikkel (Iglesia Menonita Aposento Alto, Wichita, KS)

Ballot Nominee’s Information

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Norma Duerksen, Occupation: Pastor at Trinity Mennonite Church, Hillsboro, KS.  Vision:  I love the Church.  I want to look at the broader picture of linking individual congregations together so that we can do more than we could do separately.  I want to support and encourage the staff that we have hired to do that work.  It is a challenge to hear all the voices of the conference and know how to move ahead in the work of the Lord.  Through prayer may the Holy Spirit guide us.
Kristen Swartley, Occupation:  Music Teacher & Performer.  Vision:  I would like to be able to bring ideas from the more urban congregations, and young adults of Western District Conference.  I am very interested in social justice, creation care, and community building within the conference.  

GIFTS DISCERNMENT

Ryan Koch, Occupation:  Pastor at Peace Mennonite Church, Dallas, TX.  
Jane McNair, Occupation:  retired librarian.  Vision:  I add geographical diversity. 

MINISTERIAL LEADERSHIP COMMISSION

Peter Goerzen, Occupation:  Campus Pastor & Director of Church Relations, Bethel College. Vision:  I look forward to providing encouragement, support, and resourcing to pastors and the congregations they serve!
Brad Roth, Occupation:  Pastor, West Zion Mennonite Church, Moundridge, KS.  Vision:  To encourage and equip Christ-centered ministers as they lead the church in worship, discipleship, and sharing the Good News of Jesus.  A key scripture for me is 2 Cor. 4:15:  “Everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.”  Extend grace.  Give thanks.  Glorify God.

RESOURCE COMMISSION

Katherine Goerzen, Occupation:  AMBS-Kansas Center Coordinator, Associate Pastor at Tabor Mennonite Church, Newton, KS.  Vision:  To build upon the good work of faith formation that is already taking place within congregations by helping to provide resources to empower and equip congregations to continue this important ministry of the church.
Ann Hiebert, Occupation:  Elementary Teacher.  Vision:  I have taught SS classes with children and adults, helped coordinate and teach Midweek and VBS activities; serve on our Children’s Ministry Team.  I am often looking for resources to help plan and implement these kinds of activities through WDC sources and found them to be very helpful.  I hope the Resource Commission can continue to keep people informed of the available resources and also continue to look for and provide new resources as needs and topics arise.
STEWARDSHIP COMMISSION
Leanna Ediger, Occupation:  Co-owner of women’s apparel & accessories story.  Vision:  I feel that being on the Stewardship Commission has helped me become more aware of activities of our Western District Conference.

Stephen Hochstetler, Occupation:  Computer Engineer/Manager.  Vision:  I would like to use the gifts (analytical thinking, listening, teaching, understanding numbers) that God gave me to do some good outside of the corporate world.  My vision is to help WDC be good stewards of the resources that are available to use for the mission of the conference.  I believe that conferences are critical for the health of the Mennonite Church.
CHURCH PLANTING COMMISSION

Veronica Robles - No information available.
Lee Suderman, Occupation:  Interim Lead Pastor at Eden Mennonite Church, Moundridge, KS.  Vision:  My vision is to help foster a missional culture of “churches planting churches” in WDC.  To explore and help implement church planting strategies that will bring the most effective witness for Christ to the locations where the Holy Spirit leads us to establish outposts of healing and hope in the name of Christ.  Also to help welcome existing congregations who are looking for a connection with our Anabaptist, Mennonite values.

