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New Youth Ministry Network announces events   
 In our violent and broken world, the bi-conference Youth 
Ministry Network is striving to provide ways for young Anabaptists 
in Western District Conference and South Central Conference to 
express their faith through community, service and peace-making.  
 To that end, Jesse Blasdel, Youth Ministry Events Leader, 
and Dwight Regier, Network Team Leader – in conjunction with a 
Youth Ministry Committee – are planning faith-focused events for 
junior high and high school youth this fall and in spring 2013. 
 All high school juniors and seniors are invited to the up-
coming Draft and Conscientious Objector Awareness night. It 
will be held from 4 to 5:30 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 11, at the Kansas 
Institute for Peace and Conflict Resolution, 2515 College Ave., 
North Newton. 

  “I didn’t grow up in a peace church, and 
so I think it is deeply important that we help our 
young people think critically about these issues,” 
Blasdel said. “Our world sends our kids a lot of 
messages, and we are responsible for providing 
alternate voices for those who need to make deci-
sions about draft registration.” 
 Junior high students will benefit from their 
next biennial event, Know   

Jesus, to be held at Hesston (Kan.) College on 
Jan. 26-27. The theme for this conference, 
based on Romans 12:1-2, is “Offer Yourself,” 
and will include worship and a speaker and  
activities that highlight service and   
community.  
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Junior High youth greet each 
other at a previous Know Jesus.   

Decade-long discernment leads Manhattan, Kan.  
congregation to realize building dream 

 
 Focusing on the joy of sacrificial giving rather than the daunting 
dollar amount is what Manhattan (Kan.) Mennonite Church is seeking 
to do after a decade-long discernment has led the church to build a 
new meetinghouse in the heart of downtown. 
 The congregation of about 90 members - which since 1978 has 
existed within the city that is home to Kansas State University and just 
minutes away from the military base of Fort Riley - launched its three-
year, $300,000 fundraising campaign during its worship service on Oct. 
21. 
 At the service, members were invited to join the first season of 
sacrificial giving by helping to raise $90,000 by mid-February.  They 
were also encouraged to make a monthly pledge to help reach the to-
tal goal of $300,000 within three years. 
 “Dollars are important but this campaign is about vision and 
mission and who we want to be and what we want to do as Anabap-
tists,” said Richard Gehring, co-pastor with his spouse, Barb Krehbiel 
Gehring.  “One of the biggest pushes behind our vision is that we want 
to increase our visibility and our viability. 
 “Most people in Manhattan either don’t know we are here, or 
they don’t know much about Mennonites or what they think they know 
is misleading. E We don’t want to be seen as a strange group but 
rather as a legitimate church that is seeking to live out its Anabaptist 
understandings of God and God’s Kingdom.” 
 This campaign will enable the church family to move out of its 
old limestone Nazarene church building that is not very welcoming with 
its lack of lobby space, parking capacity and handicapped accessibility.  
Nor is the old church building friendly to needed renovations or the 
many “green” changes members want to make.   
 “This campaign is not so much about money and a building as 
it is in believing in the vision of Manhattan Mennonite Church, a com-
munity committed to Jesus Christ in faith and life, to each other in wor-
ship, nurture and prayer and to others in witness, peacemaking and 
service.”  (Continue reading this article at:  http://mennowdc.org/resources/publications/wdc-news/) 
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  “These events help students see the Mennonite world beyond 
their own local congregation and community,” Blasdel said. “Youth 
need to see congregations working together, since we live in a world 
where churches tend to cling tightly to their four walls.” 
  Events help to generate energy and build momentum. But 
without strong youth ministers, there would be no strong youth minis-
try. That is why in his role, Regier provides companioning for youth 
leaders on their ministry journey by meeting one-on-one with them 
periodically to listen, dialogue and pray.  

 “In my one-on-one work with youth 
ministers, I am struck by the diversity of the 
people working in these roles, and the variety 
of gifts and experiences they bring,” said 
Regier, a lay youth leader at First Mennonite 
Church in Newton, Kan., and a former direc-
tor of a young adult short-term mission pro-
gram.  
 “I see the deep love they have for 
youth and their longing that youth would 
know how much they are loved by God. E 
They are passionate about helping to prepare 
these youth for life beyond the little nest of 
the youth group. E They want to help them  

                   form a faith that will last.” 
 To navigate this voyage of faith formation, more volunteers 
are needed for the bi-conference Youth Ministry Network. Blasdel, 
who chairs the Youth Ministry Committee, would like to explore possi-
bilities for service with people who have youth ministry experience. 
Interested parties are invited to call Blasdel at 620-960-0188. 
 “I think the Mennonite church and the Anabaptists tell the story 
of God in scripture in beautiful ways, and we must pass this perspec-
tive on to the next generations,” said Blasdel, full-time student out-
reach pastor at South Hutchinson (Kan.) Mennonite Church.  “In order 
to pass it on most effectively, a variety of gifts are needed from a vari-
ety of people.” 
 “We are looking for folks who love Jesus and love students 
and who want to be part of what God is doing in this ministry in the 
two conferences.” 

Summer harvest of new members  
energizes rural Nebraska congregation 

 Sponsoring an exploratory new members’ class - let alone a 
class of 11 participants who all decided to join the congregation - is 
not how summers usually go at First Mennonite Church in Beatrice, 
Neb. 
 In fact, sponsoring such a class at all is a rare occurrence in 
the rural congregation that began in 1874 and was upheld by suc-
ceeding generations of founder’s children, said Brett Klingenberg, 
who became First Mennonite’s pastor a year and a half ago. 
 But as rural demographics changed and young people left to 
go to school and to take jobs elsewhere, the congregational base 
weakened, he said.  That trend began to reverse in the past several 
years, as some young people returned home to farm with their fami-
lies or to compete for jobs in the economic downturn. 
 As a result, for the past three years, First Mennonite has en-
joyed an ever-widening trickle of new visitors at the church. 
 “Historically, this congregation was closed off, and for years, 
baptized members here couldn’t even marry outside the church,” he 
said.  “I think that isolation was fueled by the fact that the congrega-
tion was in an isolated area such as Beatrice. 
 “However, in the past several years, there has been a com-
plete 180 turnaround in demographics, as well as in the attitude at 
church. E We’re hearing that we’re now known for being the 
friendly church in the community.  E I think that occurred in part 
because out of fear the church would fold, people knew they 
needed to make adjustments.” 
 Some of those newcomers joined the five-week exploratory 
Anabaptism class this past summer that focused on Anabaptist his-
tory and theology as well as local congregational history and mis-
sion.  Class members included Mennonites who recently moved to 
the area, as well as former Lutherans, Baptists, Catholics and peo-
ple from non-denominational churches, he said.   

(Continue reading this article at: 
  http://mennowdc.org/resources/publications/wdc-news/) 

Those who joined First Mennonite 
Church in Beatrice, Neb. on Aug. 19 
are (from right) Pastor Brett Klingen-
berg, Scott & Kari Janssen & chil-
dren, Shelly Franzen, Eric &  Hannah 
Buckwalter, Shana Townsend, Rene 
Lariviere, Nancy Josselyn and Cassie 
Klingenberg.  Not pictured:  Erin 
Vanderschaaf. 
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