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Pick My Brain 
Onward towards Lent... 
     by Marlene Bogard, Minister of Christian Formation 
 
Lent is my favorite time of year, although I have just recently discovered this.  A 
blessing of my age (let's call it: gaining perspective through additional birthdays) is that I 
am now reflecting on my life journey in deeper ways.  Lent can be hard because of the 
difficult valleys and that's why I like it. Lent gives me permission to ruminate, remember, 
reflect, and finally at the end, rejoice. I also like Lent because if I pay attention to it, it 
requires something of me.  One of my most valued days of the year is Ash 
Wednesday.  Can't wait!  It marks the beginning of another intentional journey with 
Jesus.  It's a long way from the manger to the cross, and I want to be part of it. but wait - 
what exactly will be required this year?   My spiritual director, taking note of my frantic 
pace of life suggested,  "This year I better just add Fun to my Lenten practice - because 
Jesus may not want my tired, worn out soul."   I agree.   
 
Speaking of Lent - here at the Conference Resource Library - we are RICH in Lent and 
Easter resources.  One FUN way to discover them is to search on our NEW Library 
catalog at www.mennowdc.org.   If you search "Lent" you will get 67 hits.  Search 
"Spirituality" for 172 hits.   Search "Christian Formation" for 35 hits.  Search Spiritual 
Formation - 63 hits.   
 
If you have your library card (if you don't, call / email for your PIN) you can log in and 
then RESERVE any of the items you see.  Each morning, we are alerted to the 
Reserves and will either send them to you or alert you that they are ready for pick up.  If 
the item you desire is checked out by another person, it will be flagged when it is 
returned so we can get it to you as soon as possible. 
 
Now THAT’S what I call streamlined, cool, resourcing FUN.  Add that to your Lenten 
practice! 



WDC Announcements  
1.  Camp Mennoscah Summer Staff--Camp Mennoscah is accepting applications for 
2012 summer staff positions.  Information and the application forms can be found at 
www.mennowdc.org or requested from us at campmno@mennowdc.org or 620-297-
3290.  Applications will be accepted until all positions are filled, but the hiring process 
will begin February 9.  Apply early!  We will also be recruiting at Bethel College on 
February 8th and at Tabor College on February 9th.  Stop by and see us! 
 
2.  Scrapbooking Retreat!  The 2012 Spring Scrapbooking Retreat at Camp Mennoscah 
is March 2-4.  We're planning on a joyful time of creating memories, making friends, and 
relaxing.  Our brochure can be found at www.mennowdc.org in the Upcoming Events 
section or contact us at 620-297-3290.  Escape everyday tasks and spend time with 
your favorite photos! 
 
3.  Retirees' Relaxation Retreat--coming soon!  This year we will be "visiting" Paraguay-
-and a whole lot more--for our Retirees' Relaxation Retreat on April 23-25.  The theme 
for our time together is "Paraguay Plus."  Sit back and enjoy the spring prairie at Camp 
Mennoscah as well as coffee breaks, music, free time, and Bible Study.  The brochure 
can be found at www.mennowdc.org in the Upcoming Events section and will be sent to 
past attendees soon.  We hope to have you join us--it's more than just Paraguay! 
 
4.  Did you get a Camp Mennoscah catalog?  They have been sent to past campers and 
to churches.  You can always find summer youth camp and retreat information at 
www.mennowdc.org, but feel free to email us at campmno@mennowdc.org or give us a 
call at 620-297-3290.   The first registrations have already come in! 
 
5.  Peter Emery, former interim pastor at Manhattan Mennonite Church and Turpin 
Mennonite Church, is available this summer for short-term pastoral work while pastors 
are on vacation, study leave, or sabbatical. Contact Pete at 785-404-1817 or 
pete_emery@hotmail.com.  
 
 
Kansas Announcements 
1.  You are invited to begin lent this year with a day retreat. On Saturday, February 25, 
join leaders Kathy Neufeld Dunn and Barbara Krehbiel Gehring from 8:30-4:30 at 
Stutzman Retreat Cabin near Hesston to take time for prayer, dwell in the scriptures 
and make space for God. The cost is $25.00 which includes meals and materials.  To 
register or for more information e-mail pastorfmc@gmail.com. 
 
2.  Attention area youth!  Is being a disciple of Christ a challenge to you?  Do you ever 
wonder what is the point of church?  Is reaching out to the non-Christians in your life 
difficult?  If you’ve found yourself asking questions like this, then you should come and 
spend a day with Scott Roth and other youth asking the same questions.  Scott Roth 
was a popular seminar presenter at the youth Convention in Pittsburgh this past 
summer, and he will be here to encourage and challenge us to be more devoted 
Disciples of Christ.  Why Jesus? will be held at Hesston College on Sunday, March 11 



in the Campus Activity Center, and will feature worship, times of input from Scott, as 
well as breakout sessions where you can wrestle with some of these tough 
questions.  Sign up as a youth group, and join us for this great event.  See the attached 
flyer and registration form for additional information.  If you have questions, please 
contact Isaac Landis at isaac@whitestonemc.com.    
 
3.  It’s time to plan for Mennonite Women Spring Supper again!  The evening of 
fellowship and inspiration will be held Thursday, March 15, at Eden Mennonite Church, 
near Moundridge. Supper will be served at 6:00 p.m .and the program featuring guest 
speaker Michele Hershberger will be at 7:00. Cost is $6.00, paid at the door, and an 
offering for Mennonite Women USA will be taken. This event is for women of all ages 
from South Central Conference and Western District Conference and their guests. 
Reservations are required:  call or email Marjorie Gundy at 620-463-3991 or 
mgundy1@cox.net.  (Bulletin insert attached.) 
 
4.  Eden Mennonite Church to host Peace Sunday:  Amnesty International USA director 
Curt Goering will speak at 9:30 a.m., Sunday, Feb. 19 during morning worship at Eden 
Mennonite Church, Moundridge. He will bring the message during the 9:30 a.m. worship 
and respond to questions during the 10:40 a.m. Sunday school hour. The public is 
invited.  The youth group will serve soups for a noon fundraiser. After the meal high 
school seniors from the church will read peace essays they have written.  At 7 p.m., 
Goering will speak to area church youth groups. The Eden Peace Committee is 
sponsoring Peace Sunday activities.  Contacts:  Eden Church Office, 620-345-8320 
Perry Krehbiel, Eden Church Peace Committee chair, 620-345-2360, 
pjkreh@mtelco.net 
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