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The Jesus Creed
by Scot McKnight

Lesson 2 – Do You Need a New Beginning?
Focus Questions:

· Have you ever had to “start over” at something?  For example, maybe it was starting a new job, moving to a new town or state, going to a new school, or attending a new church. With one experience in mind, offer one response to each question below:

1. How did it feel to start all over again?

2. Who or what helped you through this new beginning?

3. What was one challenge you faced?

4. What was one positive outcome of starting over?

Presentation Outline:  Do You Need a New Beginning?
· The Story of John the Baptist
At your table, invite someone to read Matthew 3:1-12.  Then reflect together on the following questions:

· How does John the Baptist fulfill the role of the prophet who told the people what God was thinking about them?

· Who were his audience?

· What truths did he tell?
· How did they respond to his message?

Scot McKnight says John the Baptist called the people to a                          of new beginnings in the Jordan River, where they were baptized, a sign of starting all over again. John also calls the people to 

       ,  which is to tell the truth about three areas:

1.)  who they really are in their 



  to God;
2.)  how they’re handling their 


; and
3.)  how they were using their positions of 

       and 
                    .
· Discuss which of these three actions is the most difficult for you (or others) to do? 
Do you need a new beginning?
· One person who had a “start over” experience was Zacchaeus. Invite someone to read Luke 19:1-10. What words, place, challenge, and evidence is there of his beginning again?

· Reflect quietly on places and times when you heard life-changing truth. What happened as a result of this truth? 
· Jesus takes on the role of a prophet in John 8:31-38. How are his words prophetic? How are they risky? How are they received? What is the promise held out for those who will listen? What about this passage is most remarkable to you?

Take the Jesus Creed with you:

· Today is Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning of Lent. Recite the Jesus Creed at least once every day for the next 40 days.

· Read 1 John 1:9.  Given our study on the Jesus Creed, what thoughts does this Scripture bring to your mind?
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